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of the “stem, remorseless, sweet idea’ which has 
captured their imaginations. Unsuspected stores 
moral and creative energy are released in them an 
they not infrequently become intolerable bores, of w om 


is the salt of the earth. , 

Our British Socialist movement was founded an 
nurtured by men and women of this type. There are 
other illustrations in both religious and secular history - 
Under the energizing influence of an idea, David i e 
shepherd boy becomes King of Israel, Mahomet, . c 
young camel driver of Arabia, establishes the religion 
of Islam, Columbus discovers America, and the aboli 
tionists abolish slavery. 

As of men, so of communities. Sometimes whole 
nations surrender themselves to a racial idea, a patriotic 
ambition or a political programme. And the idea that 
moves them may be neither true nor noble. Mass 
hysteria is only rarely discriminative. The victims of a 
captivating ideology consistently drive it through all 
the facts and they are quick to stone anyone imprudent 
enough to try to disturb their illusions. Until compara- 
tively recently, every healthy American believed that 
Ins country was immune from those cycles of economic 
depression that attacked other lands. He believed that 
od s own country,” America the golden, was assured 
o increasing and undisturbed progress ; and the econo- 
mic student who was not convinced was not argued 
°5, re h lt ^d, he was just pitied and ignored. 
e ng sh people have also lived in a similar illusory 


JO 



• TUmrv and Tracticc 
Rival Ideologies in Theory 

world. Our f ^ not 

through, They wcrC ^°^' tl^ g point -Ecology of this 
so certain as they ' dangc rous illusion. R ud Y ard 
hind may he a ™ patriotic nonsense, declared 

Kipling, who wrot . ^ at on 0 ur side, the abiding 

u,at we were ; «cn a^ t „ G(jd hatll smote for us a path- 

oceans fight, earth.” . . 

way to the ends of ah * acfr _ ot rival idcolog.cs .s 
The strength- and th political phenomena, 

the dominant factor 1 a p sm has become a secular 
In Germany N f lon deMess iah. The Germans have 

religion with a home- ^ Jcwish racc as the 

—so they declare— P ^ with suc h a wide field 

chosen people ;thoug hyh oscn either of these races, 

of s Personally, if I have « ' ‘house 

heaven alone hnow andj gay; Gcncr al Gocnng, 

between the P r °P^ t ^ at Q f an unaccustomed and 

unqualified ^^‘totalitarian states of Europe that 
It is not only m the m ^ supcriority prcvail , 

this dangcrous ideo gy under thc doub l c afflic- 

JaP %rcS worship and monarchical idolatry, 
tionofanc talitar ian states there exists no irre- 

EC ilIblc rivalry, because they are all based upon the 
san^fundamental ideas; the real the P— and 
unappeasable rivalry is between then, and the ideology 
“f Z democratic countries of Europe, the United. 
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States of America, and the British dominions. The 
differences that divide the totalitarian and the demo- 
cratic states are not only in the form, but also m the 
aim and purpose of government. The aim of Democracy 
is the happiness and the freedom of the individual; tne 
totalitarian ideology involves both the suppression o 
individual liberties and the uncriticized domination o 
the State. The ancient despotic kings said' “I am the 
State,” Hitler, Mussolini, and the whole brood ot 
tyrants say, “We are the State, and the people must do 
our will.” “Governments,” declares the Declaration ot 
Independence, “derive their just powers from the 
consent of the governed.” That is the very heart ah 
purpose of Democracy ; it is for us at this time the aw 
and the prophets; it is the Ten Commandments all in 
one, and it is that for which we shall fight until we have 
all died and ended. 

Let me give an additional emphasis to the kinship o 
those ideas which are fundamental in the totalitarian 
states. They all believe that the end justifies the means , 
in all of them a section rule over a coerced and subdued 
whole. All of them rule by violence; all of them pervert 
the human soul to the decisions of a ruling oligarchy 
deified as the State, and all of them either imprison, 
excommunicate, or “liquidate” those who retain and 
exercise any quality of independent judgment. 

Agreeing as they do in the fundamental ideas of 
government, the dictators do not greatly differ in 
method. Whether his name be Stalin, Mussolini, or 
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their lofty ^ a pernicious mixture “of the killing 
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The dictators have also altered world values by Jthe 
creation of a new religion of racial pnmacy. But th y 
and their fellow conspirators are not eternal. They 
the products of the troubled age in winch we hve. 
When nations boil the scum always rises to . the top 
They, like everything else that lives, are the spor o 


change and decay : ' 

“Like the flies of later Spring 
That lay their eggs and sting and sting 
They have their day and pass away.” 


What should be the attitude of the democratic 
peoples to the totalitarian ideologies of our time. 
Should it be acceptance, indifference or resistance. All 
of the dictator states claim that they are the pioneers of 
a finer civilization; that they have produced complete 
unity -within their own territories, and if spiritual dcat 1 
is unity the claim may be allowed. Japan asserts that her 
civilizing mission in China is to deliver that great people 
from the rule of Russian Communism, and both Hitler 
and Mussolini are civilizing Spain at the present time. 

Let us look at the various totalitarian systems in the 
order of their appearance. Russia began a system of 
totalitarianism which Italy copied and Germany 
imitated. Historically, Fascism was a counter-revolu- 
tion to Communism, and its method was much the 
same. Communism aimed to “liquidate” the hated 
bourgeoise, Fascism to liquidate or imprison the left- 
wing propagandist. In this questionable field of 
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from the combination and interaction of political 
passions, economic misery, and psychological strain. 
In the field of politics the dictated treaties added to 
the inevitable bitterness of defeat; forced cessions of 
territory smarted like the amputations of a limb; 
armies of occupation were an ever-present humiliation ; 
military and financial controls entrenched in the 
capitals of vanquished states ivere a perpetual reminder 
of a foreign yoke; the attribution of sole guilt for the 
outbreak of war to the losing side, outraged the feelings 
of peoples deeply convinced that they had fought for 
their existence against malevolent foes. The Continent 
was sundered into two camps : the victors determined 
to keep what they had won ; the vanquished longing to 
recover all or part of what they had lost. . . . The 
conflict left a continent in ruins, as if a tornado had 
swept across the land .” 1 

We should also remember, when we criticize these 
authoritarian ideologies, that in one of the states 
concerned. Democracy in any form had never existed, 
and that in the others it had not had the necessary 
time to strike deep roots. We have behind our own 
fumbling efforts in self-government, centuries of steady 
development towards democratic responsibility and 
administrative experience. We are trained to the habit 
of demand and of compromise, and tolerance of 
opinions which differ from our own, fits us like a 
well-cut garment. 

1 Dictatorship in Theory and Practice, pp. 4-5. 
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Webbs, “was in the matter of morals and 

very much where Britain and France st0 ° Jj lcra _ 

There had never been in Russia, either ge 

tion or individual freedom. The Czars ruled 

knout, exile, and the scaffold, and 1^ & * ***£ 

ends continued, practices that he had m 

do not gather grapes from thorns nor figs *rom 

I have never been able to accept ^he theory 
Russian Communism, and I am certain a 
earliest zeal it was the very reverse of what we m 
Democracy, and some of its actions k av ^ crca 
the minds of Socialists throughout the world < imbara 
ment if not complete disillusionment. But om 
practice is not static, and it is gradually, but con 
ously, modifying its administration and extending 
liberties of the Russian people. The new constitu o ^ 
admittedly a great political document, an ro 
much additional freedom may come. 

My chief difficulty in regard to Communist theory 
its claim to sanctity and finality. It is rigid, an ^ 
question it is to commit a sin against the c ^ n , 
verities. Marxian ideology is regarded as the ark ° 1 
Soviet covenant, to be looked upon with awe an 
obeyed, but not to be modified or questioned. Lenin 
declared that “every revolutionary movement must 
have a revolutionary theory’’ 1 and that Soviet theory is 
based on the pliilosophy of Karl Marx. As Mr. F. A- 
Voigt points out in his very able but painfully biasc 

1 4 ’ 
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attitude to thc S !f ^ a im of Communism is to aboh 
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the State: the aim ofSo ^ d tlia t “the more demo- 

_ _„ pds Lenin decl Anns it begin to 

it to our needs. rapidly does u 6 

cratic the State • • • ^ exists there is no freedom. 

wither away. While tr he no State, and 

When there is free om 0 f the U.S.S.R. said 

Stalin at the Sixteenth ^ rf the state . . • 

that “we are for the in ordc r to prepare the 

to keep on developing of state power ; that 

conditions for the ^nng^ ^ ^ ^ ^ frog 
is tire Marxist form^ - d unti l it bursts, because 

in the fable, is to be m it wiU wither away. 

: “when there is only one c ‘ ommunism is therefore not 

The theory of ^ ss outlook and training can 

one that Socialists of ou 

accept. . establish a new economic order, 

In practice it seeks t ^ uniqueness. It is 

and this consUtutcS o ^ ^ and method : 

related to Lasci ^ Poclry and Anarchism, pp. 73, 74- 

i Quoted by Herbert ’ 
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“Both seek to remould society ' ^ ^st^y revolu- 
party to capture the machine of the St 
tionary violence, and both res up emotion 

rather than upon an intellectual b ^ ^ 

of the Fascist is racial nationalism sti bour geois 

the violence of the communist attack o th ^ of 

and national tradition, and p Y »>i 

unjust treatment or unfulfilled racia es 

The emotion of the Communist is that tbem 

ment against the expropriating classes^ has 

are Messianic in outlook ; and, as r. • • collective 

remarked, both have enthroned the will oft by 

man above the individual conscience an , J and 
the pragmatic test, the authoritarianism o 
Germany is as true as is the Communism o ^ 

The Fascism of Italy comes second m 
sequence and it, too, can be traced bac to e ^ 
of Hegel. The great German thinker sought to 
the hegemony of the Spirit or the Idea. Marx s 0 ^ 

theory on its head and upon it he based his teac 
the dominance of the proletariat in the State, i u ss 
was not consciously indebted to Hegel ; his teac eI ^’ 

Dr. Finer has shown in his interesting book A usso i 
Italy, were Schopenhauer, Nietsche, Sorel, and h ac ^ 
velli. His cue for action was, however, the examp e 0 
the Russian revolution. Pretending to hate its theories, 
he copied its methods. 

1 Round Table, June 1 938. 
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There was, however, very little of the hero about 
Mussolini. What he led in Italy was not a re\ 0 u 
but a coup d’etat. None of the hardships of longmarcnes 
or the dangers of the barricades for him. ® , 

more restful technique. The saviour of Italy a van 
upon Rome valiantly and implacably in the er 
discomfort of a sleeping car, run by ■workmen v o 
liberties he stole and whose leaders he liquidate • . 

Moreover, if, as is alleged, anarchy prevai e m 
Italy, why should Mussolini of all people have ccn 
shocked by it? He was, and probably still is, an 
anarchist himself. His declared aim was not to streng 
then the State, but to destroy it. Two years before c so 
laboriously descended upon Rome— on April 6, 1920 
according to Professor Borghese on whose interesting 
book on Italy I have drawn for this chapter Musso mi 
declared that: “I start from the individual and strike 
at the State. Down ■with the State in all its forms an 
incarnations. The State of yesterday and of to-morrow, 
the bourgeois State and the Socialist State. In the gloom 
of to-day and the darkness of to-morrow, the only fait 
that remains to us as individuals destined to die, is the 
at present absurd but ever-consoling religion of 
anarchy.” 1 

The adorers of Mussolini in our own country do not 
ask him to trouble his conscience with enquiries as to 
whether his noisy affirmations of to-day are consistent 
■with his certitudes of yesterday. Enough for them is the 
1 Borghese, Goliath, p. 224. 
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Fascist experiment in Italy itself. There arc doubtless 
gains to record as well as losses to lament, but things do 
not appear to be going too well. Mussolini s ^ nT1 , 
partner has already deceived him. Perhaps he a ca y 
reflects upon the advice given by his master— Maclua- 
velli : 


“A prince must be careful never to make company 
with one more powerful than he in attacking ot ers, 
unless necessity compels him . • • because once cy 
have won, he remains at the discretion o e 
stronger, and being at the discretion of others is what 
princes should shun to the utmost of their power. 

And because Mussolini neglected this advice, the 
Italian people know that the pickelhaube can once 
more be seen on the Brenner Pass. 

When we turn from the Italian to the German theory 
and practice of totalitarianism, we leave the deplorable 
for the contemptible. In Italy Fascism is only depart 
mentally authoritarian. It has not, to the same degree, 
succumbed to Hitler’s mad delirium of race. It docs 
not ascribe to itself supernatural attributes. German 
National Socialism is a national, although a secular, 
religion; and it is characteristically intolerant and 
fanatical. The Italian people have already a religion of 
their own, and they do not propose to make a Pope of 
Mussolini. There is at present, no vacancy. 

Hitler was not the originator of the German Nazi 
1 Quoted by Borgbese, Goliath, p. 380. 
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Socialist Movement, collapsed like a deflated paper bag. 

Since August 1 934, Hitler has been at the hea 
German State. In what respect has Germany 
improved? She has gained Adolf Hitler and she 
lost her soul, and in the place of the old free Germany, 
the revered home of science, music, and philosop > , 
she has descended to the practice of a crude to 
idolatry. The liberal Constitution of Weimar has bee 
suppressed, there is a drilled and subservient Reichstag, 
which registers without debate or question in latevc 
is placed before it, inconvenient colleagues have been 
“liquidated,” the courts are the obedient tools ot tne 
executive, and Germany’s once famous universities are 
to-day mere nurseries of Nazi ideology and propagan a. 

There have been bloodier revolutions than t e 
German revolution, but there has never been a meane 
one. No Jew had ever wronged Adolf Hitler, u 
under his racial fanaticism the German people, w o 
loved and honoured Goethe, revered Kant, and w 10 
produced a long line of musicians and philosophers, 
applaud the wrongs "done in their name to a race whi , 
is at least as great as their own. The current ideology 
of Germany is described for us by General Goering . 


“We Nazis believe that in political affairs Adolf 
Hitler is infallible, just as the Roman . Catholic 
believes that in religious matters the Pope is infal- 
lible. His will is my law .” 1 

1 Germany Reborn. 
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must grieve Communist theorists to reflect tliat (< ^ 
original untainted Soviet faith was to secure 
withering away of the State” and that Stalin an o 
advocating “the highest development of the P°'^ c 
the State .” 1 Mr. Carr remarks that the philosophy 
these totalitarian states is full of totem words such as 
the “proletariat” and “das volk” and that in all ot them 
“the central authority, masquerading now as 
State, now as the Party, holds the reins.” The nva ry 
which exists between these states is therefore super cia 
and it may prove to be only a temporary condition. 

The rivalry which is fundamental and irreconcilable, 
is that which exists between totalitarianism in a 1 
forms and the ideology and practice of Democracy 
Between these two conflicting views of life there never 
has been, and there never can be peace. What icn 
shall we do? How must the danger to the whole system 
of political and civic liberties which have been won y 
centuries of trial and error be met? I suggest that our 
first duty is to avoid participation in the ideologica 
war which is now proceeding between Fascism an 
Communism and, with all our strength, prepare to 
defend our own freedom. “Evil men and impostors 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being 
deceived. But abide thou in the things which thou hast 
learned, and hast been assured of .” 2 

What do these totalitarian experiences suggest to our 
minds? Is it not that we must be increasingly vigilant 

1 Quoted by E. H. Carr. 1 II Timothy iii. 13-14- 
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to develop out of the old feudalism and ecclesiasticism 
of the Middle Ages. It was then something of a blessing, 
we have allowed it to develop on wrong lines an 1 
now a danger to the very spirit of development. 

Democracy is so strongly set in our soil that its r 
will not easily be tom up. Let us therefore not succum 
to an enervating depression of the spirit and the '« • 
Ecclesiastics said many centuries ago that the c ou 
return after the rain” ; but I say to you in the dar 
days in which we are living, that the clouds will pass, 
•and the sun will renew the life of the world. 

We need, however, to beware of the authoritarian 
spirit which is always operating through constitufaona 
forms— passing a law here, and there endorsing, a 
departmental encroachment. Mayfair is choked wi 
“drawing-room” Fascists, and I sometimes fear that 
the philosophical distance between Macliiavelli an 
our Prime Minister is not so great as Mi'. Chamberlain 
himself believes. For all practical purposes his Govern- 
ment has been a powerful ally of the Franco rebellion. 

We may have to reconsider very carefully whether 
we arc using our heritage in a proper way. Our fathers 
believed that a special sanction attached to mass 
opinion. The voice of the people was to them the voice 
of God. But whose voice is it to-day? It is in great part 
a doctored and perverted voice. The voice of Lord 
Beaverbrook or of Lord Rothermere may not be the 
voice of God. 

The fact is that if we want Democracy to prevail we 
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a servile enthusiasm such as we lament in Germany and 
elsewhere. 

If we wish the end — which is the preservation and 
the growth of free representative institutions — we must 
will the means to achieve it. In sober truth we may 
have misled both youth and ourselves. We accepted 
from our fathers the assurance that liberty had been 
won and that on its sure foundations we could rest in 
peace. We were foolishly, tragically -wrong. We have 
been taught by grim experience that, as Mr. Gilbert 
Seldes has pointed out, liberty is not a sacred stone in 
the wall of an enduring temple. We have too slowly 
realized that its preservation depends not only upon 
eternal vigilance, but also upon eternal gro\s r th and 
increase. It is not a settled legacy which passes on 
unimpaired from the past to the future. Liberty is a 
priceless possession which each generation has to win 
for itself by its own stem endeavour. “Choose ye this 
day whom ye will serve.” We have chosen the ideology 
of the free soul in a free state. Let us see to it that it is 
so served that it cannot fail. 
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A NEW TECHNIQUE OF 
CON QUEST 

Wickham Steed 


The subject of this paper was suggested to me as long 
ago as last May. It was proposed that I should discuss 
“A New Technique of Conquest.” At that moment few 
of us supposed that before the time should come for this 
paper to appear the new technique of conquest would 
have been exemplified in very striking fashion. It is true 
that Austria had just been suppressed. It is true that 
many were then predicting that within a few weeks or 
months Czecho-Slovakia would be strangled or dis- 
membered. But the public in general thought that these 
predictions were wide of the mark; and some of us 
imagined, after what happened on May 21, 1938, that 
the danger of the application of this new technique to 
the one remaining free and democratic state in Central 
Europe would be deferred, or if not deferred would 
certainly be unsuccessful because it would be met by 
the firm resolve of the other European democracies and 
of Soviet Russia. It looked like that. To-day we know 
it was not like that, and we may have to ask why. 

Before asking why it will be well to cast our minds 
back to the beginnings of tills technique. In essence it 
is not entirely new. It was adopted in the years before 
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the War, at least as regards propaganda, secret influ- 
ence, financial pressure, and military threat. But it had 
not then attained the rank and style of the technical 
expression of a new political philosophy and mode of 
action. This has come comparatively late; as far as 
Germany is concerned since 1933. Still, the makings of 
this technique were already present in pre-War Europe, 
and their development was only retarded because in 
those days some countries understood that if their own 
freedom was to be preserved, it must be defended. 

In those days, too, no one really challenged the 
worth of freedom. Even Imperial Germany possessed a 
considerable degree of freedom. The largest party in the 
German Reichstag was the Social-Democratic Party. 
There existed a number of independent newspapers; 
and if, in many respects, there was not exactly freedom 
of political action, there was full freedom of political 
criticism. Behind the facade of German policy lay a 
great plan, a great aspiration, for the domination of 
Central and South-Eastern Europe and ultimately of 
the world. True, this domination seemed improbable. 
Even in Germany the idea of it was criticized, and after 
the Great War it seemed to be a very distant danger. 
It vat then that the new technique came really into 
bring and into play. 

It b essential for any understanding of this new 
technique to remember to how great an extent calcula- 
ted ar.d deliberate untruth forms its essence. How did 
Holer, the chief exponent of the technique, gain his 
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power? And, we must add, Goebbels. It was because 
Hitler knew how to appeal to the secret and wounded 
vanity of the German people. Here I am not drawing 
upon my observation only. Evidence for my statement 
can be found in the remarkable book The Eve of igi 4. 
by Herr Theodor Wolff, formerly editor of the Berliner 
Tageblatl ; in another remarkable book, that by Edgar 
Ansel Mowrer, Germany Puts the Clock Back , and also in 
the book by Stephen Roberts, The House that Hitler 
Built. All attest the fact that the main appeal of Hitler 
to the mass-mind of Germany lay in the balm he offered 
for the rankling wound or at least the aching void 
caused by loss of faith in the military invincibility of 
Germany. Theodor Wolff, a German Liberal, puts it 
quite simply. (I am quoting from memory the sense of 
his statement, not his actual words.) “We had become 
so accustomed to believe that our Army and our rulers 
possessed the secret of military invincibility that we 
were quite content to let them manage our affairs. We 
were rather like shareholders in a prosperous company 
who do not bother the directors as long as dividends are 
paid. But when we saw, after four and a half years of 
war, that defeat had overtaken us, our belief in the 
military invincibility of Germany was shattered. It was 
a belief which had grown up since the battle of Leipzig 
in 1813, then, after Bismarck had assumed control of 
Prussia, through the victorious war against Denmark 
in 1864, the victorious war against Austria in 1866, the 
victorious war against France in 1870-71 — and the 
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wound to the deepest feelings of the German people 
was very deep and almost incurable.” 

It may be asked, “But what about the Weimar 
Republic? Surely the people in the Weimar Republic 
did not entertain any of these ideas?” I can only give 
the evidence of a former German statesman under the 
Weimar Republic. I will not name him or give a clue 
to his identity because he is still alive and, perhaps, not 
beyond the reach of Nazi vengeance. When one of my 
friends, who had known him well in the days of his 
power and saw him after he had taken refuge in a 
neutral country, asked him : “But why did you people 
leave all the old officials, all the old officers, all the old 
paraphernalia of the Prussian State in being? Surely it 
was impossible, you must have known it, to build up 
a really free and democratic Germany with that frame- 
work round you?” The answer was, “You are right; 
but we were all so obsessed by the idea of revenge that 
we thought that these people alone could give it us.” 
By “revenge” he meant restoration of German belief 
in the invincibility of German arms. 

Then came Hitler who said simply : “It is a He to say 
that we were defeated. We were everywhere victorious. 
On every battlefield we triumphed.” (And remember 
that the German people were not allowed to know that 
there had been a battle of the Marne until the War was 
over.) “On every battlefield we triumphed. We should 
have won the War in a very few weeks or months had 
we not been stabbed in the back by Marxists, Jews, and 
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traitors. They betrayed us. They betrayed our victorious 
troops, of whom I — Hitler — was one.” And this balm 
to the soul of the German people was very efficacious. 
They said, “It is true ; we were not defeated.” And then 
when Hitler added, “Germany, awake! Follow me. 
Down with the Jews ! Down with the socialists ! Down 
with traitors ! I will lead you again to glorious destinies.” 
Ah, they thought, this may be true. And we cannot say 
to-day that their belief was entirely ill-founded. 

Hitler is a man of very considerable power. I have 
never belittled either Iris hold upon the German people 
or his importance as a phenomenon in German life. 
He has a deep instinctive knowledge of the German 
masses, and especially of two classes which had not 
before been fully exploited in public life, the class of 
big business, fearing to lose its gains and opportunity 
of gain, and the small middle-class, the petite bourgeoisie 
and their fear of being submerged into the ranks of the 
proletariat from which they had, perhaps painfully, 
escaped a generation before — Hitler’s own case. 
Against the mass of the proletariat, or so-called proletar- 
iat, organized in the Social-Democratic Party, Hitler 
mobilized the feelings of the small middle-class, the 
small man, and let loose a force which the Social- 
Democrats had never understood. And this linking up 
of the interests of big business and, to a certain extent, 
of large landowners with the desires and fears of the 
small bourgeoisie was one of the secrets of Hitler’s 
power. Then, of course, he drew upon one of the most 
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sfand the importance of this new 
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Let us therefore look with interest if not respect 

upon this new technique of falsehood as a method of 
attaining and keeping political power Then let us 
admire the extremely skilful method y w 
technique was apphed. In what did this method really 
consist? It was simply: First make frien wi > 
appear to make friends with, then bamboozle, then 
undermine the position of, your prospective vbC 
before you strike him. That is the essence of the 
method. See how Hitler and his comrades practised it. 

When old Field-Marshal von Hindenbmg _ called 
Hitler to power his advent was severely criticized m 
the Socialist Press in Germany and abroad. Even the 
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Centre or Catholic Party and said: ol ’ 

help us We only need full powers for fou y * • 
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or Catholic Party voted Hitler full powm. 
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°™h» Hitler turned to the German Nationalists and 
industrialists: to them he said, “You sec, we 
National Socialists, but we arc really nationa 
nationalists. We must work together.” He invite 
Hugenberg to remain in the Government, an 
Hugenberg was sent to London in June 1933 a 
the International Economic Conference. e " 
encouraged to put forward a memorandum upon 
Germany’s economic and political aims, showing 
Germany needed to absorb territory to the east, as a 
matter of fact, to expand at the.expense of Russia, 
memorandum caused a great stir in London. It was a 
once disavowed in Berlin, and when Herr Hugen erg 
returned he found himself in disgrace. He has not een 
heard of since, and may be living in obscure retirement. 
So the process w'ent on : Make friends with those whom 
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Ernst, and many others, and von Papen 
Von Papen himself, the man who had helped Hitler to 
come into power, got timely warning or escaped y a 
miracle. Every man against whom Hitler had a spec 
grudge disappeared that night or on the following day. 
The total named to me, and I think it is near the tru • 
was one thousand one hundred and eighty-three, 
Hitler admitted publicly that seventy-seven had een 
shot, and claimed that he had acted as “the supreme 


court of justice.” , 

VTien the news of that massacre came to England 
there was a profound feeling of shock. A formula e 
leading article appeared in The Times of July -■> I 934- 
It was followed next day by a leader of a milder sort 
toning down the importance of the blood bath m 
Germany. On that bath of blood Hitler sailed his era 
towards new horizons. 


***** 

This was the new technique of aggressive defence 
in German internal affairs. A similar technique ha 
already been adopted in 1931 by Japan in Manchuria. 
Germany was then still a member of the League o 
Nations. The question was: Should the Governments 
which formed the League and were supposed to desire 
peace and freedom stand against this Japanese aggres- 
sion or not? There was no question of military interven- 
tion against Japan. There was a question that Great 
Britain, Prance, and the United States should say to 
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conquest of Manchuria went on. Its consequences are 
seen to-day in the burning of Hankow, Canton, and 
the indiscriminate massacre of hundreds of thousands 
of Chinese by bombing planes without a single voice 
of authorized protest being raised in this country or in 
France. 

Note how the technique has gone on. Japan -with- 
drew from the League after her special ambassador had 
paid the British Foreign Secretary the unsuspected, or 
at least the unexpected, compliment that he had put 
before the League Assembly in half an hour a better 
defence of Japan than the special ambassador himself 
had been able to make in ten days. A man of the 
forensic skill of Sir John Simon must have felt the 
cockles of his heart warmed by that compliment! I 
wonder what the Chinese thought of it, and of its 
recipient the British Foreign Secretary. 

So Germany, seeing what was happening with Japan, 
decided in October 1934 on a flimsy pretext, though 
equality of rights had been granted her, to leave the 
League because the immediate equality of armaments 
was not granted. Germany left the League, as Hitler 
meant her to do. Here in England people seemed 
shocked. Why they should have been shocked I cannot 
imagine. Hitler had made his intentions quite plain in 
advance. He generally does. He trades, with rare 
psychological insight, upon the probability that foreign 
Governments will not believe him. German rearma- 
ment proceeded faster and faster. Some of us knew how 


44 



».'« th ™ S c^n rearmament, and 

bcin g spen Force. Some o i that autumn 

on the German . GoVC rnmcnt. huti ^nistcr, 
this information Baldwin, then r had a 

of ,93 d 4 °< °*TJZ?'Z£r ta thc 

was repea ^ thc fo ho^ng Apri^ j ^ which 

■ TTirVr the first of thos P pilgrim- 


spokesmen. b rst of those p 5 n oilerim- 

t" - Herr to "^uV^th 

British statesme prepared tiona l 

ages. Sir John Sl ?° inK 0 f Germany, by mten 

Herr Hitler the other arrnaments^^ 

agreement, m Qn oCC asion be pe than any 

Herr Hitler, wh intentions far j ohn 

and who has hidden hi t x ^ sal d toStfJ ^ 

othcr P ^ C e Ire already much strong t thc Ai r 

Simon: We a r Simon Aou^^ combined air 

in the air bur J nQ> h e meant tn tfue sir 

Force of Englan ; Com monwealth. I T here 

forces of the toot another °®^. nation 

John Simon came ot supply and 

envy of Germ ^ 



New Tyrannies for Old 

they needed a few token tanks, a few token guns ; they 
did not mean to arm to threaten anybody. But poor 
Germany who had been so unjustly treated by the 
Treaty of Versailles had need of these things to main- 
tain the nation’s sense of dignity. Such arguments were 
put forward in the leading journals of the British Press 
in 1934 and 1935. Meanwhile, Germany went ahead 
and spent another £800,000,000 the next year, and still 
our official eyes were kept closed. 

So in 1935 something else happened. There were 
signs of an intention on the part of die Italian dictator 
to attack and invade Abyssinia. In fact, an intimation 
to that effect had been given to the British Government 
in the previous January. A memorandum had been 
received and a commission had been appointed to 
examine it. The commission sat for some months, when 
it reported that it mattered little to us who might be 
our neighbours in North-East Africa. Meanwhile 
British ministers met Signor Mussolini at Stresa in 
April 1935, and most carefully avoided the subject! 

Then, suddenly on September 1 1, 1935, Sir Samuel 
Hoare, .who had succeeded Sir John Simon at the 
Foreign Office, made a speech at Geneva in winch he 
said that the British policy was based upon the League 
and upon collective security. If other nations were 
willing to join us in applying the provisions of the 
League Covenant and Article XVI against any agres- 
sion, Great Britain would act He spoke in a way that 
earned for him a moment of popularity such as few 
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question arose whether we should continue those 
sanctions against Italy to which we had pledged our 
word and our honour. 

And then we heard die voice of the Chancellor, Mr. 
Neville Chamberlain, saying, “Continue sanctions? It 
would be die very midsummer of madness.” I do not 
quite know what the phrase means. That is what he 
said. I have heard of “midsummer madness,” but I do 
not know what die “midsummer of madness” may be, 
unless resistance to aggression is lunacy. 

While die crushing of Abyssinia in 1936 was still 
proceeding, the new technique came into play again, 
not without previous consultation between Berlin and 
Rome — one of the earliest manifestations of the Rome- 
Bcrlin axis. That axis had, indeed, been projected, 
modelled, but somewhat upset in 1934 by an unexpected, 
perhaps ill-considered, examplification of Herr Hitler’s 
technique — the murder of Dr. Dollfuss, die Austrian 
Chancellor, by Austrian Nazis under orders from 
Berlin. (The murderers were executed. They have since 
been canonized as Nazi martyrs by Herr Hider.) The 
independence of Austria seemed threatened; Signor 
Mussolini put some troops on the Austrian frontier; the 
Yugo-Slavs did the same, and Dr. von Schuschnigg 
could succeed the murdered Chancellor. But after the 
Abyssinian affair the Rome-Berlin axis grew stronger, 
and its strength was soon shown at the moment of the 
outbreak of a military revolt in Spain under General 
Franco, General Mola, and General Sanjurgo, who, 
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unfortunately for them, was killed in an aeroplane 
accident before he could take command. The outbreak 
of tliis revolt was helped at once by Italian aeroplanes 
flying from Italy to North Africa, though some of them, 
unluckily, had to land in French Morocco and were 
caught; the others helped General Franco to bring 
Moorish, troops over to Spain in order to chastize the 
red and godless Spaniards. One cannot accuse the 
Moorish troops of being godless ; they are Moslems in 
belief to a man ; but, of course, it was their duty and 
privilege to uphold pure Christianity in Spain ! And so 
the Spanish war began. We looked upon that outbreak 
with mixed feelings. People here could not understand 
why the British Government should deny to the lawful 
Spanish Government, duly elected and of which the 
ambassador was accredited to the Court of St. James, 
the right to buy war material and arms in the British 
market. To put an embargo on those purchases, as we 
did, was nothing less than a breach of international law 
committed in favour of insurgents and rebels. 

With our indirect assistance the Spanish war con- 
tinued. Italian “volunteers” appeared in Spain. 
German “volunteers” appeared in Spain. We looked 
die odier way. It ivas supposed diat the Spanish 
Government would soon be crushed. The fall of Madrid 
was announced for December 1936. Madrid has not yet 
fallen. But so powerful was the operation of the new 
technique of conquest, both in Spain and in Great 
Britain, diat in February 1938 the Prime ^Minister, in 
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his desire to make an Anglo-Italian agreement to show 
his personal esteem for the good intentions and the 
peace-loving qualities of Signor Mussolini, discarded 
his Foreign Secretary, Mr. Anthony Eden, who said. 
“Before we make an agreement let us at least have some 
guarantee that it will be carried out.” You understand 
the impiety of that request ! It was casting doubt upon 
the good faith of Signor Mussolini. And so Mr. Eden 
went. He took with him the esteem of his fellow- 
countrymen — an esteem which was extended to the 
young nobleman who accompanied him, Lord 
Cranbome. 

Before the surprise and doubt which that incident 
occasioned had passed away came news not only of 
Hitler’s annexation of Austria, but of big concentra- 
tions of German troops on the borders of Czecho- 
slovakia. Now please note how the technique was 
working in this country. My Lord Rothermcre, who 
has consistendy shown his admiration for Herr Hitler 
and Signor Mussolini, and has seemed sometimes to be 
initiated into their secret ideas, began to publish 
articles demanding die suppression of the “nest of red 
intriguers” at Prague. So great a paper as the Observer 
wrote last spring diat Czccho-Slovakia was formed like 
a sausage ready to be cut up — signs that showed how 
die ivind was beginning to blow in certain regions. 

Then rumours spread in the United States that a 
British Secretary of State had told, in confidence, 
certain American journalists (who had not betrayed his 
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toa; York Times and the M d echoes of some- 

T - that 

tiling heard in high Lady Astor had given a 

though it was quite un meet these correspon- 

dinner for the Prime M^t ^ ^ been a luncheon 
dents — quite untrue, th been authorized to use 

— these corresponden d with their ideas but, 

W hat they might hear, coloure And ^ lde as 

naturally, without f 1 * * in broa d lines the pohey 
they expressed (ortshn , And x wond cr whether 

that has since been follow^ ^ ambassad or of a 

the information that w on informa. 

Great Power to his Go ambas sador received from 

tion which I understand * thc Prim e Minister 

a personage closely eonnecte would neither be 

tcT the effect that C**bo*^ and perhaps 

helped nor supported by t hat information was 

“ * 414 “ ot 

rcl3n“ r courate whatBritish 

^ invcsogator 
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moderator if Mr. Chamberlain had already made "p 

his mind in April? These are things we need to U ^ 
because they affect very considerably our judgm 
the fitness of some men to uphold our national, 
interest in our own freedom and indepen <mce- 
And then the technique went forward. T 
tlfis question: Did you know a year ago a ? 
existed in Europe people called Sudeten Gcwnanj- 
Will anyone remember them two years hence? i tiou 
it. They have dawned upon us through the "Ms 
German propaganda, they and their grievances, 
“intolerable grievances” ! Though they have a 
schools per head of population than the Czcc s 
selves, there were undoubtedly causes o nc ion. 
people numbering 7,000,000 cannot be put on op 
their own country, after having been subjected 
minority for three hundred years and oppressed y 1 
minority, and expected to immediately forget 
oppression. Undoubtedly, there were many msta 
of harshness and petty annoyance on the part of Czec 
officials towards the Sudeten Germans ; but it is certai 
that if the Poles in Germany or the Germans m e 
Southern Tyrol of Italy or any minorities under 
Hungary', and some under Rumania, could iaVC 
exchanged places with the Sudeten Germans iey 
would have thought themselves in Paradise. It was 
against the “intolerable treatment” of these people that 
our indignation was aroused by the new technique. 

Yet, in between, was one curious episode. On the 
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„« when German troops were 
night of May *>, ‘9S 8 *™, of the Czechoslovak 
concentrated agamst ™j££tcd that the British 

border, and so openly ^ cnqu iries what these 

Government began Czechoslovak Genera 

concentrations xmgi ra » authorize a genera 

Staff asked Present Bene d; ^ nQ general 

mobilization to wla ^ | uro pe; only enough men 

mobilization ; it w°nM h cannot succeed. 

to make sure that an ^ ^ t o one class of the 

On that night at 8.30 o ^ Armyj g o,ooo men, o 
reservists of the Czech SI ^ that is to say, by 
join their posts withm twel thc spe ciahsts 

to a.m. on May At the mach . nc . gunncrs and so 
the airmen, the tank dn » mobilized, another 

on of all the other class lwen ty-four hours to join 
84,000 men, rvho morning of May 0. 

their posts. By 3 a - m * wcrc in their places , by 

7 ° ***£ SooC who had tw-V-foor 

Js mobilised only eight ^ Germans 

morning of May » surprise attack cou 

across the it is a point Urat shodd 

succeed. But on that day am bassador in i Berk 

be of interest to us—th Jfobentrop, German Foreign 

enquired of Herr von * dons of troops might 

Secretary, what ^ coneen^ ^ ^ ,«They are 
mean and he was gi »» Report says tha 

merely routine movement. 
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Lori Rotemere. It said one or Uvo ^ “r 

. -i. p vou as not untrue even to-day. There ar 
o*o passages it may be worth while reading, sal - 


weaken die defence oHhis 

Cn rea^y understand why Geonany shonld ™sh ,0 
d n this Czecho-Slovakia juts out into the hear 
Germany. Her existence as an armed state inhabited 
by a determined and efficient people impedes Genua 
domination over Central and South-E-tem ^ Europe. 
This domination in its turn is an mdispensable pr 
minary to a final German reckoning with the British 
Empire which forms the ultimate obstacle to Gerrna 
supremacy in the world.” And then, finally, I s “ * 
“For this country and the Empire the position is cie • 
Either we stand with France and for France agains 
German domination of Europe while there is still time 
to avoid that domination, and while we still have 
friends, or we shall presently be confronted with a 
choice between abject surrender to German mastery 
over the greater part of Europe or a desperate, frien 
less fight for existence in which the odds would be 
heavily against us. So I urge you to bethink yourself to 
learn the truth and to proclaim it. This is your duty 
as a newspaper owner and as a British peer.” I am not 
ashamed of having written that letter on July 18th. 

"We know the sequel. Lord Runciman was sent to 
Prague to investigate and mediate. He did, perhaps, 
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some investigation and some mediation. His pressure 
was all on one side. As he himself said later : “All the 
concessions have been made by the Czechs; none by 
the Sudeten Germans.” In his memorandum published 
in the White Paper — a memorandum written after his 
return to London and after conversations with members 
of the Government — he said that the Fourth Plan 
produced by the Czccho-Slovak Government was hope- 
ful and would have afforded, in his view, a basis for a 
settlement. But precisely on account of its reasonable- 
ness and satisfactory character it had no chance of being 
accepted by the Henlein extremists. Therefore, added 
Lord Runciman, “It is my view that the Sudeten 
German region should be handed over to Germany.” 
That is the reasoning of an impartial investigator and 
mediator in the presence of proposals winch he himself 
had helped to frame, of which the terms had been 
granted, under severe pressure, by the Czecho-Slovak 
Government, perhaps against its better judgment but 
for the sake of peace; and then, because they were 
unpalatable to the Nazi extremists, the whole of 
Czecho-Slovakia must be cut up! Surely the new 
technique of conquest had made astounding strides. 

And so there came the last, swift sequel to this 
remarkable behaviour. One cannot tell it better than 
in some of the words of the Prime Minister to the 
House of Commons. He made up his mind, after Herr 
Hitler had delivered a somewhat truculent speech' at 
Nuremberg, to go over to see Herr Hitler himself. He 
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Lord Rothcrmcrc. It said one or mo top ^ ™ 
strike you as not untrue even to-day. There ar 
mssaees it may be worth while reading. 

' «why you should wish to weaken the defcn f c ° ;f 
untry by encouraging Germany to attack > 

ssible obliterate Czecho-Slovakia is a mystery ° 

? an richly understand why Germany should wish to 
/ Si Czecho-Slovakia juts out into the heart c£ 
/rmany. Her existence as an armed state mhabite 
hv a determined and efficient people impedes Herman 

domination over Central and South-Eastern Europ^ 
This domination in its turn is an indispensable pi 
inary to a final German reckoning with the Bntis 
Empire which forms the ultimate obstacle to German 
upremacy in the world.” And then, finally, I sal 
‘Tor this country and the Empire the position is clear. 
Either we stand with France and for France against 
German domination of Europe while there is still time 
to avoid that domination, and while we still have 
friends, or we shall presently be confronted with a 
choice between abject surrender to German mastery 
over the greater part of Europe or a desperate, friend- 
less fight for existence in which the odds would be 
heavily against us. So I urge you to bethink yourself to 
- earn the truth and to proclaim it. This is your duty 
aJ a newspaper owner and as a British peer.” I am not 
ashamed of having written that letter on July 18th. 

\\ r e know the sequel. Lord Runciman was sent to 
p ra gue to investigate and mediate. He did, perhaps, 
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some investigation and later: “AU the 

,he Sudeten Germans. In “ dum written after his 
fn the White Paper-am ^ a tions with members 

return to London and^te ^ ^ ^ Fourth Plan 

of the Governmen k Government was P 

produced by the zC ^l d ^ in his view, a basis o 

ful and would have aff ° rd “’ count of its reasonable 
settlement. But precisely o ^ ^ nQ chance of being 

oessandsatisraetory eha ^ Therefore, added 

aceepted by the Hentan ^ ^ A Sudeten 
Lord Runciman, It ,^ ndcd over to Germany. 
German region should mpart ial investigator an 

That is the «“ ro “'? n ° f c of proposals which he tamdf 

mediator in the prince O P ^ Krms tod tom 

n pined to frame, ox Czecho-SlovaK 

;l«d under severe *«■**£, judgment but 
Government, perhaps ag because they 

for the sate of 1*“* J demists, die whd« f 
unpalatable to i cu , u p! Surely 1 

Czecho-Slovatia mu astounding stri ' 

technique of conquer had “ sequel ,o tins 

And so there came 1 ^ tdl it better than 
remarkable behaviour. On ;mc Master to the 

in some of the words °f ' dc up his mind, after Herr 

House of Commons. Be truc ulcnt speech^t 

Hitler had delivered a so Hit i e r mmsclf. He 

- Nuremberg, to go over to sec 
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ambassador retorted, “You told me that before you 
went into Austria.” And then there were words betwe 
him and Herr von Ribbentrop. The British am assa o 
reported the conversation and was instructed to sc 
Herr von Ribbentrop again that afternoon. And once 
more Herr von Ribbentrop was anything but courteous, 
some say he was positively rude ; at any rate, c 
ambassador was so impressed that he informe c 
Czccho-Slovak minister in Berlin that evening ° 
belief that the Germans might attack Czccho-Slova a 
during the night. He reported to London.^ At ten 
o’clock that night instructions -were sent to him to go 
again to Herr von Ribbentrop and tell Germany she 
must not count upon British indifference ; to remind hirn 
of what the Prime Minister said in the House o 
Commons on March 24th — that our indifference must 
not be assumed. That message was delivered towards 
midnight, and on the Monday morning the withdrawal 
of the German troops began. Great Britain became 
popular in Germany where it was felt that our firmness 
had checked Hitler. I wonder how that peculiar hiatus 
in the consistency of British policy happened to occur. 
I do not know. I am told that when the immediate 
danger was over something like an explanation, a 
friendly explanation, was sent from London to Berlin : 
We really did not mean it. But of that I have no 
positive information. It is only a rumour. 

In June things began to warm up in earnest. Germany 
ivas seething with discontent against Hitler and his 
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A * ■ * 

„ the V erge of severe economic 
regime. Germany was o ^ highly discontented 

trouble. The German Arm? be leading to war before 
with a policy that seemed for it . H err Hitler, 

the German Army was tul y ified their propa- 

Dr. Goebbels, and ^^e of which they had 
ganda, with the peculiar t h q Mflt7 of July r8th 
lie secret, and there ^ - the ^ A ote 

another article by Lord ^ „ HoW long shah the 

you one paragraph. T said; „ Qf all the blunders 

Czechs imperil peace. ^ peace the creation of 

made by the men who „ rp be article conclu- 

Czecho-Slovakia was alliance with France 

ded- “The Czechs had alliance with Soviet 

and in x 9 35 -ade Spared their doom. 

Russia. By doing d«s die to ^ rf ^ Germany. 

The Bolsheviks are th ^ closing upon Czecho 

Now that the German j alarm have begun 

Slovakia, the Czechs in k pas t their Governmen 
make reforms. For many statute for redressing 

has professed to be preparing This is mamfestly no 

L grievances of the nunon^. „ veI y words 

* or f than a device for ° Czech Govem- 

men I read tins a ^ 
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said this was no improvisation, he had long. cherished 
this idea, but this was the moment to carry it out. e 
went over and saw Herr Hitler, who told him that e 
was ready to start a world war unless he could get w at 
he wanted. When the Prime Minister said : Then 
am wasting my time?” Herr Hitler replied, Do ^ ou 
accept the principle of self-determination?” The Prime 
Minister said he could not answer that at once, he 
would return and consult his colleagues. So he con 
suited his colleagues and they decided they did. But 
they forgot something very important, and had they 
known a little more they could have given a better 
answer to Herr Hitler. They could have reminded him 
that President Woodrow Wilson who first put the idea 
of self-determination forward, linked it indissolubly 
with the formation of an association of nations to 
banish aggression by making collective security a 
reality, and that self-determination was only one-half 
of his principles. The British Government never told 
Herr Hitler that. They sent for the French, and with 
the French they decided to cut up Czecho-Slovakia, and 
to hand over these regions. Having done that on the 
night of September 18th, they telegraphed their 
decision urgently to Prague and said Prague must 
accept. Prague pointed out that the proposals were 
vague and that some of them could not be carried out 
and asked whether there should not be arbitration and 
enquiry in accordance with their arbitration treaty 
with Germany the validity of which the Germans had 
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. i \ n d then, according to 
only recently fully recog “ l d in the course of the 
J telegram that of October, the 

debate in Parharnent at tl ^ Government 

British, and P robab \ f mos t remarkable diplomatic, 
sent Prague one 0 1 b rea ding. It said, m effect, 

documents I ever remembe ccyou must at once 

to the British tmmster i s ment that there can 
inform the Czecho-S^ovak ^ be possible . T he 

he no talk of arbitration-^ tQ Herr Hitler on 

Prime Minister must gi hours 0 f Tuesday, 

Wednesday-tliiswassentmthes^ ^ unconditional 
at 2 a.m.-therefore th ^ dccline all responsi- 
acceptance or Grcat ® (As much as to say: Look 

bility for the consequenc - ^ to help you.) 

out for yourselves, ^ your Prench colleagues 

Carry out these instruct! ^ ^ wh en they hauled 

at whatever hour. bed; an d then, under tins 

President Benes ou ^ gave w ay. I personally 

extreme pressure, * v and thought before, that they 

thought then, think n . ^ must put oneself m their 
did wrong to yield. 

place before one can juug^ ^ happened. The 

Something very rern^r ^ haVC the means of 

Prime Minister, g lad ‘ accep tcd “self-determina- 
sliowing Herr Hitler * ^ bccn sUC cessful up to that 
don,” that his tcch ^ b He explained what took 
point, flew over to God “ ^ ons on September 28th, 
P* acc » mind because you 

and it is well to bear 



New Tyrannies Jot Old 

will not often hear such language, I hope, from the 
lips of a British Prime Minister. He said he expoun e 
at Godesberg the Anglo-French plan to Herr Hi e 
who accepted conditionally some of the points m 
plan but refused others as too dilatory. Herr Hitler t en 
outlined another proposal, which he subsequen y 
embodied in a memorandum, though he did not a 
that moment transform it into an ultimatum by naming 
a time-limit for its acceptance. “Honourable members, 
the Prime Minister went on, “will realize the perplexity 
in which I found myself, faced with this totally unexpec 
ted situation.” (Why “unexpected”? The German 
■wireless had for some days been demanding t ie 
complete suppression and dismemberment of Czec o 
Slovakia ; and the German wireless, as we know, is 
an entirely free and irresponsible institution.) c 
Prime Minister continued : “I had been told at Bcrc i 
tesgaden that if the principle of self-determination were 
accepted, Herr Hitler would discuss with me the ways 
and means of carrying it out. He told me afterwards 
that he had never for one moment supposed I shou 
be able to come back and say the principle was 
accepted. I do not want honourable members to think 
that he was deliberately deceiving me. I do not think 
so for one moment, but I expected that when I got 
back to Godesberg I had only to discuss quietly with him 
the proposals that I had brought with me, and it w T as a 
profound shock to me when I was told at the begin- 
ning of the conversation that these proposals were not 
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acceptable and that they %vere to be replaced by other 
proposals of a kind which I had not contemplated at 
all.” You may remember Mr. Winston Churcliill’s 
description of that particular episode: Instead of 
snatching his victuals from the table Herr Hitler had 
them served to him, course by course. He demanded 
£i at the pistol point. It was given him. Then he de- 
manded £2, and finally consented to accept £1 ijs. 6d. 
with the rest in promises of good behaviour — and then 
he went on to take more than £2. 

This technique has been quite remarkably — and, as 
1 think, lamentably — successful. If you follow the 
British Press and the French Press during the whole 
of the period of tire crisis you will see how perfectly the 
technique has worked. There were murmurings, there 
were certain protests, but Parliament was not sum- 
moned. Parliament was kept in the background, 
despite requests, until the thing was almost settled; and 
fear was worked up that we might at a moment’s notice 
be attacked, be affronted, be plunged into war. 
Whether the fear was baseless or not, who can say? 

I am quite persuaded, knowing something of the 
situation, that if Great Britain had stood firm on the 
position taken on May 21, 1938, in the communications 
handed by the British ambassador to the German 
Government, there would not only have been no war; 
there would have been no danger of war and the 
Czccho-Slovak Republic would to-day be intact. 

Do I say that because of the strength of our arma- 
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d „ not want. Yugodavratab^ to take ten years 

to get something tom j* ^ t0 tahe a whole 

sudpIy of aspirin; Greece for the army, not 

lot of practically ^ f^'the i 9 34 mode1 ’ 

those of the latest model, for her ra isms. One 

compelled to take ofhe anything for the 

S firm, in despau to oS££. was compelled to 

tobacco it had supp ie ^d German mouth-organ ’ 
take several hundre f that there would 

and took them m the | United States. They were 
ready market for them ^ found that the 

sent to the Umted States w hh mouth-organs 

Market had already been swamp ^ ^ And this 

direct from Germany hed forW ard to quite mcredi 

to Herr Hitler. - nst tins new tcchniqu 

How can we stand § Germany of the 

wc have made a present to ' tQ overthrow 

million men she her success would 

Czecho-Slovakin-and even aerop tones 

have been doubtful-of *» w ^ CKch o-Slovak 

i i a "have n.ccd.ci of Czecao 

she would have me nts works 

defences; of all the a ^ 
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Slovakia which will pretty nearly douhk Gennany s 
power of making armaments rapidly? And m th 
of what principle can we stand when we have sac 
principle? I can see only one way : that against t 
technique of conquest we should revert to ou 
technique of defence, -which is to have a prmcip 
to stand by it and for it; to have an ideal tha g 
beyond mere material interests or the cry a 
are steadfast it -will be bad for business. 

We had the Great War. After that we thought a n 
technique of peace had been developed. We o g 
that the ideal embodied in the League Covenant mca 
the opening of a warless era in the history of the wor 
We were not very valiant in striving for the fulfi men 
that ideal, but it has gone very deep into our P e °P c 
hearts. If you destroy it and abandon it totally , i Y° 
ask our people to go back to mere power-politics, 
fight for the defence of Malta, Gibraltar, or some o e 
bit of territory, you will get your response, but it wi 
not be the response you would have got if y° u a 
said : If fight we must we will fight to uphold a better 
civilization for your children, to hold the name, o 
England high as one of the leaders in the preservation 
of the freedom of the world ! 

We have had in the past moments of danger perhaps 
that seemed to be as acute as this moment. Without 
going back to Saxon times we can look at the times o 
Charles II. And then, little by little, our virtue returned. 
By the beginning of the eighteenth century we were 
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sending out into the '*° rld tltoprinciple of 

like those of John Loeke, P of the human mm 

toleration, the princtpte of toedom^ th . 

and human intellect. Jr that produced not 

encyclopaedist movementm the American 

only the French R=voluhonof *79 ^ idcas and 

Declaration of Independence^ ^ ^ g0 „e 

with these ideals as o J td century up to 

forward throughout the ““teen a the new 

Great War. After the Great Wrnw ^ ^ * 

ideal of collective secunt Incompletely? ° r are W , 
going to spurn these ■4« ls conce rn: If you 
going to say to all whom i V w technique o 
L people to stand a ^^ om =thi„g «» bebe« 
conquest, drawn from hell, g> faith t0 vamsh , 

in, rekindle to faith? Do “^teething above mere 
show it that you bekeve > m ^ and to te d 
material interest; ask it hilCj and yo u will g 

necessary, for something ^nish you but put 
such a response as w t millions untold thro S 

new courage into *^° tdy ^ ^prtent^au. 
out the world. Ana n ew te chmqu 

invincible front to the * the human soul. 

vanquish their infernal tyranny 
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DANGER SPOTS in EUROPE 

Major-General A. C. Temperley 


When I was asked in July 1938 to prepare an 
of my proposed paper, I ventured to pomt ^ou ^ 

these hectic days, events moved so fast that a 
outline prepared in July might well ^'' c 
waste paper in November. On re-reading 1 , ^ at 
when I began to prepare the paper, I rea y c 
in spite of the lapse of time since the outline was w 
it is still not entirely irrelevant to the subject o 
address on “The Danger Spots in Europe.’ 

We have recently stood on the edge of the a yss, 

I should like to say, at the beginning, that.conccrm g 
the Czccho-Slovak situation, which is uppermost m 
our minds, I desire to avoid, as far as I can, discussin 
the rights or wrongs of the recent political sett emen 
I myself owe allegiance to no political party an 
perfeedy understand that readers may be 
divided as to the way in which it has been han c , 
and it is the future rather than the past with whic i" c 
arc now concerned. 

So far as danger spots arc concerned, it is the meres 
truism to say that they arc linked in every case with t c 
ambitions of the totalitarian states. I think it is perhaps 

66 



Danger Spots in Europe 

very difficult for us to ***£%£% c^poi^; 

not” gr° u P of s ! at “’ T f to think “Why can’t they lc 
selves. Wc are inclined to ^ more territory or 

things alone? ^ Our period of ettpaMton 

-asi < s=s=t--‘-~ 

as close neighbours. years a go, let us try 

Having got all we wanted manyy ^,, t 0 f 

andS at the picture from t^ £ ^ ^ she 
view. Just as Germany s “®' h< . Vcrsa illes Treaty so 
conceives to be the •„ th e glittering P™* 

Signor Mussolini, wh and stou t hearts, 

which come to sharp swords an so ^ 

his dreams of a peat Africa F. ^ Great War 
I knew well said to me ^ ^ beatcn nation. e ^ 
“We have the psycho ogy ^ ca j]y nothing fr° 

into the War andtove 6°^, Agree-® 1 ' *' ^ 

ICcoSk'°*' W ^rco"dSeNazimearods 
“VSablachor and agg-ivc 

bUt 1 b °effi to feelffiS military sW’J^ome of 

rs mCrld ^SeT^Sat 

the fruits. There is o has been the almos rfal 


experience < 
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data, are rarely recognized, merely because rf«r 


claims are rareiy ■ — * ' , p^ipcHne 

TJ^ i 

ever pkely to be won in tins wicked world as 
except by violence or at any rate the threat of i • 

The League of Nations, perhaps the one op ^ 
emerged from the shambles of die last n0 

substitute justice and conciliation for , ^ ^ 

Great Power can entirely escape blame for u g 
its own ends or for failing to give it adequate SU PP . 

We are faced with a League that is P lamly ^ 
though it may in happier times nse again, 
mockery that the Czechoslovak situation was not 
on its agenda for discussion i W e are, for the time ’ 
back to the law of the jungle, as it v'as in 19*4, w 
force and not right are likely to prevail. But mus 
cry over spilt milk, and I will face up to the situa 

as it seems to me to-day. . 

If the danger spots are dominated by the erl 
Rome axis, let us consider how long the axis is ’ ' y 
continue. When the Nazis came into power they wer 
isolated. Their only possible friend in Europe was 
Fascist Italy. But the gulf between them was Musso m ® 
fear of Germany at the Brenner ; there followed in quic ' 
succession the murder of Dollfuss and the abortive 
revolution. Then came the Stresa front, by w’hi 
Mussolini hoped to isolate the Nazis — a promising 
conception destroyed by aggression against Abyssinia, 
n’he two outcasts steadily increased their military 
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, tQ ea ch other, 
strength, and after some aPP"> a ' sommc r of 1937- 

3^ndnfonnalalhan-»test > 

I attended the German manmuv ^ j ^ p can 

present daring Mussolini s st y OT among ,,e 

fairly say that it arous d no e ^ ^ ^ Uo 
German people, muc don „f t hcm m 'S’ 5 ', 

could not forget Italy lighting qualities, 

had they any X^ntion in Spain, thou# 

There was the bond . d that Germany s c 

one might almost have be ^ iron ore and 

interest in the war m Sp» had been made n 

to test her new war ma dcvelop m any defec • 

secret and was therefore My u ^ ol{ni ha d a far 

It proved to be on y was anxious to ehmma 

greater stake to play for a Mediterranean posi- 

fomeofthe disadvantages’ of to ^ ^ again 

tion, which I shal iscu dlC W o dictators, 

perceived the divergence of ^ i uhimatum to 

P Then came the tlmnderclap acc ful Q ccu paUon 

Schuschnigg, to be followed by * P hnigg , m to 

of Austria by the Gcnnw or> wh o had 

hour of need, a PP c ^ C dctcrm ination to safc g u ^ r 
several times declared orac l e remained dum . 

Austrian independence, b ^ passcd through the 

’ I can imagine that th the union with Austria 

bitterest hours ofhisl * % J thc complete defeat o 
was forcibly obtained. He sa of Germany 

the bloc he had created to* Y humiliation before 

to the East, as well as his own pum 
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his people, having failed to make good hj 5 bo^or 
protect his protege. And this was adnmustered by the 
hand of his so-called friend. It was not all- H 
compelled, as in the case of Czechoslovakia, o PP 
an appeal to the principle of self-determmauon when 
he himself had a discontented and represse 
minority of a quarter of a million m the . Southern 
Tyrol, separated from their German-A.ustn 
nothing more than a line on a map. His P^ op t a 
shocked and his own prestige was lowered, 
mockery to him the splendour of Hitler s recep 
Rome must have been. j, e 

Italians are subtle diplomatists, far more so 
Nazis now installed in the Wilhelmstrasse, an 
have long memories. I think that they will no ° » 
and will one day repay the wound to their pn e ^ 
to their strategic security indicted upon them y 


overrunning of Austria. ,* at 

So far as German aims are concerned, I believe 
their limited ones are national unity". Other an vaS ^ 
schemes may await the acquirement of e 111 
limited ones, of which Austria and the Sudeten ar ^ 
are both conspicuous examples. Although the n r ■ 
has in each case, including the reoccupation o 
demilitarized zone, announced that he desires no mo r 
territorial adjustments in Europe, I wonder whe 
his appetite is satisfied and the next danger spots ar 
likely to be where a preponderance of people of Gerrna 
blood exist in the vicinity of the present German 
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. . n f self-deternuna- 

ontiers. If we accept * e ^““ P ace treaties was con- 
on, which in the ease of th P defeated st ates 

t0 almost everybody »■«[> iatiom where 

,ne could hardly refose Eng l is h people so unam- 

Istices seem to oust. What t g hetaing force 

mously -de-^r Sieged wrong, whtch has 
\ few years ago Germ * ay itement about the 

would welcome tter of fact, about 9° P d 

to give her directs y und the League 

the cities of Danzig, “ , d s of the Nazis, 

Nations, but ^ otnp1 ^^ a German population 111 
Memel, which has mam y ania som e 1«>5 

city itsehbnt was ->£* „ pve up *»«££ 

DtS“mportant though ^deration, and 

of , hc Vistula f » r “”' et ’ M emel if snffleient pressure 
Litlmama might su ^ 
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i; i to her. One may expect to see these 
were applied t of German policy, but, 

arCaS Tno one an^ophesy with safety what Hitler 
Xt % any Jven simatiL, I should hardly have 

';tgh« toAf -- » f ™“ fcr s ' ,ch a 

K ‘l tovejuM mentioned Poland; I regard her attitude 
Wt the key to the future of Eastern Europe. She 
ff r treaties of non-aggression with both her big nag - 
11 and will undoubtedly fight if either tned to 
march through Poland to attack the °* er ’ H ^ r 
olicv is not easy to understand ; she has had 

of alliance with France and has received large oa 
from her; it was a tragedy that her greedy desire to 
absorb Teschen and share in the spoil when Czech 
Slovakia was in difficulties completely obscured all 
other issues and caused her to work hand and glove 
with Germany on that occasion. She has a large 
efficient army trained on Western lines an wou 
probably put forty-five divisions into the field. It cou 
become of decisive importance to Germany if she we 

engaged elsewhere. . . f 

Last of all among German limited aims, it w 
exclude Alsace and Lorraine, which she seems really 
to have renounced, there are Eupen and . a A 
now incorporated into Belgium, and Schleswig, w ic 
is now Denmark, but it may be doubted whether Hitler 
would think these worth bothering about. . 

Having expressed my view as to what I believe to e 
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HMcr ’ s c ^“t<*rte^ °p° b ' 1 mrn for a tew 

may well p ..inmate aims. enormous 

Trieste? on the Median- f _ rf 

give him an outie food, of oil, ° ^ 

61 His weaknesses meta]s . Hung* ***£ 

copper, iron ore “ ^ ^ Roumama^ ^ ^ 
Ukraine com g fficien t, I balie ^’ The Germans 

him oil, though jns of any length. The ^ 

needs for ]W»S®S * active commercial 
are pursuing ur key. To all thes . d ^ dare 

Balkans and m a military prestige, trade 

impresses so much d in improvi g h 

say that G^^pdilical adhe ff Jculural 
and even g^ 11 ^ and machinery for ^ traded 
exchange amamen materia She ** 

products an countries: vntl 5 export 

largely w>* tate 4 c per cen of th^ ^ 

im T° Her 'nitrate aim no ^“ b eventua l absorption 
Conquest as Here again' German 

andlt b alian“nter«b i olasR reasons ttot indnee. 

It is said that one 
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Mussolini to give no support to the Czechs was that he 
thought them too exposed and too encircled alre y 
be of any use in holding up the German mar ch east- 
ward. For that reason, in spite of German opposi , 
he has strongly supported the Hungarian terntonal 
claims upon Slovakia, in order that they nug J 
hands with Poland and so form a more stable bamer 
against German progress down the Danube. This has 
been Poland’s aim too, that of establishing a bloc f 
Finland to Greece, but I don’t think its military value 

would be great. . 

I have not yet mentioned the one possible facto 
the struggle, the U.S.S.R. To me I must confess that 
she is an enigma. Her military strength is great, 
peace-time army numbers at least 1,300,000 men, an 
this is backed by very adequate material based on grea 
industrial power, the product of two five-year P a 
She is reputed to have at least 3,000 tanks and probably 
5,000-6,000 aeroplanes. Those who have visitc t e 
manoeuvres of the Red Army have been impresse y 
its efficiency, though the officers are perhaps the " ea , 
spot. Her pilots and aeroplanes are first class, an 
performed extremely well in Spain. Her railways arc, 
of course, poor and the rolling stock very indifferent. 
For that reason she probably is incapable of an offensive 
on a large scale. The great query in the case, of e 
army is the extent to which its value has declined as 
the result of the extensive “purges” of officers from the 
high command downwards. One always has an uneasy 
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r m cheer inefficiency, 
ecUngthatthe^Ar^ M army 

act be there v*e '< “ polish frontier »hen the ^ 

was concentrate c bo _Slovakia, but n ° y a was 

was heard ot it- railway throu a 

only possible via one h actica lly usto ha ve 

and this would have on the contrary, *a& the 

The Red Air V ’ Czechoslovakia, nd 

done great things H But a lar S j and 

Germans obviously ^ ^ as spare p£ 

organization was ’ neces* aI J sent in advance. 
petrol and these had ^ ^ been done M ^ 

been able to > dlS< j°^ b Czechs had fougbb ^ German 

however question and the scale o^^ ^ 

really stadied L yC ould have held out ^ bcen 
attack thoug aer odromes 'vould f possibility of 

a month. Th happened, V Fo rce 

° V “r ^ bc»g done by the Red 
anything country ivas 

disappeared. the Czechs by any . beU .S.S.R- 

Direct assistanc but t be menace o She 

extraordinarily diffieul ,b ^ Germa ns rem ^ dQ 
to future penetration by ^ Roumanians ^ an 

CO ”’ 4 h^k e the Germans "°" W '’f farmed forces 
minority. ~ 
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The Czech situation is no longer, strictly spealdng, 
a danger spot. All the signs are that what is left of 
Bohemia will be politically and economically absor 

into the German orbit. . 

Czechoslovakia had an army of twelve division , 
and might on mobilization have raised at least tmo*er 
twelve. If war had come Germany would have attacked 
with thirty or more divisions and overwhelming air 

forces. , , v 

France would have taken the offensive to take 
weight off Czechoslovakia, but she would have been 
faced with the Siegfried Line which has been construc- 
ted with such feverish haste by the Germans to protect 
their back door, and it is doubtful whether the Frenc 
penetration could have been very deep. In any case so 
soon as the Czechs were disposed of, the greater part o 
the German divisions employed there could have been 
withdrawn to face the French offensive. _ 

Our Air Force would undoubtedly have done its est 
to help the French, but it is probable that the German 
Air Force is at least equal to the French and British 
combined. She would be handicapped, of course,, in 
the early stages by employing a large part of it against 
the Czechs. Meanwhile, the British Fleet could have 
imposed an effective blockade. The question then 
would arise as to how soon this would have brought 
about a German collapse. There would be, so far as 
can see, no other means of ending the war, during 
which we should be unmercifully bombed, our cities 
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■wrecked, and ^ 

without the possibihty ot 

the same scale. f statistics compile ro 

I hhve seen a wealth ° bo w that owing to her lack 
official German sources to si ^ Her m anufac- 

of petrol she could not Sta " ^pensive process, would 
ture of petrol from coal a very JP ^ annum , whereas 
only produce about 2, » woU ld be as muc 

hcv needs in one ye * ^ perfectly wdl 
16, 000, 000. These fac^a^ ^ and even if they 
known to the Germ quan tity one would ^ 

have stored a very 6 - s - on was essentia . 

thought ftat a very »p.dj the blockade or the 

a nice calculatton as to *■> 

bombing would vnn. to a trial of stren S 

■ In the future, if it ^ oul Alo _Prench affiance, the 
between Germany and an g much greater. We 

difficulties of the latter wffi ^ very ^ proba bly the 

shall have lost the Czecl ad ditional German 

Russian Army, while ^ w Front 

divisions will now be ava ^ bl German population wffi 

fr om the very beginning- The Ge ^ bo R 

also be increased by ffi ’ ^ Englan d and Fran 

population practically e H _ 

combined. ; dr red the position in eI \ 

We have now fully «>nsid divergent aims 

Europe, bearing m mind my ^ ^ Mediterranean 

of Italy and Germany. Let us strat egical positiox 

and the Italian position there. 
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is very weak, hence her anxiety to make an a^eonent 
with us. She has a lengthy and exposed coas , 
it is well to remember that she is almost entire y 
dependent upon her sea-borne trade. If Germany 
blockaded she would certainly have nothing P 
to pass on to Italy by land, and it is m the highest 
degree unlikely that Italy could obtain any * PP 
from Yugoslavia, her neighbour. Her sea - or ^ 
mainly comes through Gibraltar and the u 

both of which we dominate. . - _ nd 

The only other sea approach is via the Blac 
the Dardanelles. The attitude of Turkey, Ro ’ 

and Russia would be enormously importan . 
could, if she so desired, close the Dardanelles, a 
is fortunately at present on very friendly terms wi • 
Even if the Dardanelles were open we could pro 
deal with any merchant shipping coming from o 
nia and Russia, not that it is likely that Russia 
be induced to give material support to a Fascis ’ 

The greater part of Italian oil supplies come 
Roumania, and the intentions of Roumania wo ’ 

of course, very important. Italy is very far from 
self-sufficient. She lacks food, she has no iron o > 
rubber, textiles, or most of the essential raw materi 
for munitions, and, most vital of all, is the questio 
oil. Germany is extremely badly off and has none 
spare for Italy. Her position in the Eastern Meditc - 
rancan is bad, for the more she gives her hostages o 
fortune overseas in Libya and Abyssinia the more 
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easily our command of the sea can sever communica- 
tions. Egypt is the strategical key and an attack over 
250 miles of waterless desert from Libya is not an 
inviting prospect. 

Let us look at the Western Mediterranean and Spain 
where our situation is a good deal less favourable. 

I need not go into the whole history of the operations 
in Spain, but to put it in a sentence — a weak and 
independent Spain would suit us best from a political 
and strategical point of view. 

The fortunes of the Spanish Civil War have ebbed 
and flowed and once more it is beginning to look 
something like a stalemate owing to the extraordinary 
tenacity of the Government troops in the Ebro offensive. 
The gloomiest result from our point of view Would be 
a victorious Franco completely under the thumb of 
Italian-German interests with the possibility of the 
establishment of Italian submarine and air bases along 
the south-eastern coast of Spain and the continued 
occupation by Italy of the Balearic Islands. I personally 
am not convinced that the Spaniards, who are a proud 
people, would ever submit to this sort of thing, and 
Mussolini has given no less than three formal and 
solemn undertakings, for what they are worth, that he 
has no intention of occupying any part of Spanish soil, 
including the Balearic Isles. 

As regards bases on the Spanish coast, it must be 
remembered that the objects of bases are to give 
supplies, fuel, facilities for repair, and also shelter for 
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naval ami air forces. If one liar neilbcr the 
of the sea nor a Tree approach 10 the barn In band on 
one’s own territory- their usefulness is no) l Jjr - ; 
true that in any case they could be supplied bj «r, b 
certainly not in quantities big enough to sene 

proper purpose of a base. . , 

For alt these reasons, including the presence of the 
British Mediterranean Fleet as well as the large r 
Fleet, I do not believe that the Italian position « * • 
strong one, though her air forces would pro a > I 
it as a route for supply ships. Until the situatioi ‘ • 
been cleared up, however, Spain will remain pc ‘ 
the greatest danger spot in Europe, outside the >c • 
drive to the East, and the most menacing to our inter - 
The phraseology of the subject of my c iap c 
perhaps out of date, as all Europe is a danger spot- * 
do not believe that totalitarian regimes can be perm, 
nent; they arc a phase in world evolution, orn 
defeat in war and lack of the determination or vision 
on our part to alleviate the inevitable injustices ot 
peace treaties when we could. Nor even do t 
that a move by Germany to the East, with a vie" 
creating a great hegemony of small states, "i 3 
path strewn with roses, and, in particular, I have at 
emphasis on the doubts in my mind as to wlict ler 
axis can endure when the aims of its two componen s 

differ so much. . 

Other states in the past have dominated the on 1 
nent; Louis XIV, Napoleon, Germany after 1870, and 

So 



Danger Spots in Europe 

U nlwavs instinctively opposed 
France after “^Intia! enemy, in other 

a dominant Power bahmce 0 f power. It >s 

words we have sup? balance, 

at present a much exceptions, has been no to 
Our policy, with rare V* of government to 

understanding rr . m ising the first may , _ 

them. However constantly W-mg, * 

of ns in onr hearts u ™ stark al.ernat.ve left. And 

possibilities ^^0^ ^ ^ cnoimo „s seale 

that is to pile*? . nevitable . 
to prepare for tti 
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It is a great honour and a S rcat J y rat ; c nat ion. 
individually to belong to a great ^ equality 

In spite of obvious imperfection , ^ ourselves 

presides over our destinies, we please, 

freely, live as we please, eat and l dressy 
criticize our Government w en v ^ QUr political 

and our political fncnds rather mo , human 

adversaries. In brief, we live m a a 

being may live profitably, interestingly, 

di tl way of life imposed by the die * evmyone 

must think alike, write only "' hat “ Government 
write, hear over the radio only ****<»£%, and 
permits him to hear, have on y one .... c ;tjzens 

tot the same one the other etghty-five tmton ° 
are having. He is restricted to one idea l, nto. lm ^ 

serve a single leader, can have only one intellectual 

must submit ,0 innumerable manual ™ d . 

exercises, imposed by his ruler, or else - n facc 

It is with these indisputable facts in mind, . 
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by no means because they were forced to it as interpreters 
of the free exercise of individual liberties culminating in 
a single will of the people. Because; as we have just 
said, they had in their hands all the imaginable power 
to act. 

It is clear that in France in the course of this last 
year, -while Hitler and Mussolini each morning provided 
the world with astounding news in every domain, what- 
ever French Government happened to be in power has 
more or less occupied itself principally with grabbing 
as much power as possible over all the nation’s 
activities. The pretext has been that in order to meet 
Hitler’s projected mass movements, it was indispensable 
that the French Government also should be able to act 
as it believed fitting in important questions. 

That sacred speech, repeated by how many ministers 
of foreign affairs : “You understand, gentlemen, that if 
you continue to express yourselves freely in print m 
criticism of me, in accordance with your diverse 
opinions, you place our nation at a disadvantage in 
international negotiations, since the German and 
Italian Press is always unanimously in agreement with 
the foreign policy of the respective countries.” This 
speech has become a veritable slogan, of which each 
successive Quai d’Orsay chief has made use. 

Further, we all know that practically speaking, 
especially during the last crisis, as we shall see, a 
democratic nation under the capitalistic system controls 
the Press. 
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The Confusion oj West 

n can also be said **f*£*Z, be ** 

F '- n tnsCao Z ?£• no SS 

°L„st the will of G °™ rn ”“c great military chiefs. 

officials more &cvh^ m ffi,ary „cn anogatc^ 

to themselves a certain '"^“^“rcspcct of French 
Sard. 7 * «"a,evcr G0VCm ' 

military men for tne 

meat may be in ^ t place that diploma- 

On the other hand, the imp rded t0 the financiers 

tic observers in France i ^ ^ that there again 

“SLp^vapensedsdffiaformddaem^ 

We observe, therefore, *» - 

des had in their dictatorships to their kneB 

enough power to bring ‘bed ds _ „ r acceptabte 

impose limitations ® ^ or to win a sure 

solutions to dffficmtorships- -war blackmail 
victory m case th ^ the d emocracie • ^ 

led them into a con material FcalF .^ 

In the domain of st ^ y t hing the dictator 
democratic Government had Sample. Bn 
ships lacked. They "Roumanian oil, 
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Reich would have no oil beyond what it could manufac 
ture synthetically, or what it had in store. , t 

Before the last crisis the dictatorships ha 
of their own. They lacked the necessaiy nounshinen^ 
They also lacked sufficient funds— all the wor . g 
being held by the U.S.S.R. and the democracies, 
must not forget that the power of the democraci 
precisely in the fact that they are not perpc 
“mobilized,” and that, therefore, their strengt 
incalculable. If the dictatorships, "with t eir ^ 
always in readiness, have an advantage at the <-gi 
of hostilities, eventually they would be proved clear y 
deficient. 

Finally, as soon as war is declared, in a Democ y 
everyone is of one mind, whereas in the dictators P 
opposition develops. In anticipation of such eventu 
tics, the dictatorships have widely-advertised concen r 


tion camps for the suspects. 

In order to judge the last crisis competently, w e mu ^ 
begin by observing the situation as it presented itsc • 
Never before, since the Entcntc-Cordiale, had Eng an 
showed a similar understanding of the European 
situation. As far as the French Government is conccrnc , 
it can be said that they did not really expect to sec t ic 
English Cabinet gradually align itself beside France in 
order to support the latter’s allies in Central Europe. 

And little by little America drew closer to I ranee, 
and Russia showed its desire to hold to its Internationa 
obligations, while the Spanish Republic was making 
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Ue Confusion / of Franco. 

headway on *"»%££ ^unge into the 
Mussolini himself hesit d J d s0 far sin 
adventure at Hitler's side Hitk ^ ^ ^ alterna- 
the Nuremberg Congress deAlg victory. 

.Wes o thorough defeat, or spite of *=• 

In France, morale Obviously there 

continued gaps in the > «* element in the 

a tish here- he was a big one. 

“poker party. The st dircct interest, take 

sary that France, with d not take it. 

initiative in the action. But * ^ Govcn ,ments were 

However one looks a • usc the power they i 

ciass struggle 

he^rr^-rB^-^n 

phase, since the dictators ha 1 P Czec l 10 -Slovakian- 

the democratic Governmen • ent ruling classes 

affair, the "onal^^^ Haven t 

was moved by many °*er among you, had *e 
you all, or at any rate ^m t in to 

impression that every time syst ems were benevo- 
serious difficulties, the capita^ Kan damen* 

lently disposed to help country. 1 

tlis Ls always been *e case - e^ ^ staffed 
always been capitalistic system^ ^ ^ to be 

dictators, without r victims, 

themselves, some day, the fir reaUy France anc 

We must not forget that 
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Mr. Austen Chamberlain who, in 1925, 
for Mussolini when he was in deep troub e h 

murder ofMatteotti: “Every dreatorslup m E p ^ 
useful if it can help maintain order. Th cn 

slogan of the hour. And it was then that Sir 
Chamberlain made a cruise to Livorno to 
Duce. The latter made use of this meeting to s r g 

year, Sir Austen rendered the same 
sendees to Primo de Rivera, making a enuse to Barce 
Iona. The French had nothing to say ; M. Banrere, 
ambassador in Rome, followed the same po icy- _ 

The capitalistic democracies have not ha 
solicitude for Hitler. Hitler, furthermore, himse 
revealed in his Nuremburg speech the sccre 0 
diplomatic successes. He made a comparison . e 
his party’s situation on the eve of its entering 1 
power, January 30, 1933, and the Thir a __ 
situation on the eve of its hegemony over Europe, 
had no trouble in proving that his saviour in eac c 

was capitalism.' 0 

The day after liis electoral success of September 193 *’ 
von Papcn went by aeroplane to Cologne, and in t 
villa of the banker, Schrocder, met Hitler. From t ere 
he went to Dortmund to the representatives o 'g 
industry, then to the home of General Schlcic er. 
Yon Papcn saved Hitler ! Why? 

The Deutsche Fuhrcrbricfe, confidential correspondence 
published through the German Industrial Committee, 

SS 



The Confusion of Western Democracy t<raic 
■ ted at the time a sensational ^ ardde entdk^ ^ 
I^cUdation ot Ca^-. ^ possibiUtiB of 
the following phrase . regime and Comm 

a consolidation of "rf poiSlity.” ACommunn* 

revolution, there » ” ^ distant in Germany d an 

danger tod never be scW sm in th= ^ 

Xt was m 1932 ul opposition to t . 

oMnir^ tad - s r«?>gh fcale, and 

influential groups m heavy m ^ Bolshevik spectre. 

among landed P^,, In the dark,” as the 
c thev risked the 1 P Tanuary 3 °> x 933 - _ 

understood, too, and they day , Mr. ChaI ^ 

•What Herr von Papen ^ Y Qnce more , Ilcrr 

j ~kx Daladier are to Y . e powerful 

'^"promises » *« gainst the weak, and 
if they will leave him a ire 

once more fc* b ^Vison beC ° m f ^ ^Cologne 
But here the con p s alon ol tn 

promises that H^ ntade.^ ^ he road e 

villa he could keep, ^ 



Not Tyrannies for Old 

Berchtesgaden to Mr. Chamberlain .to tag 

The aggrandizement of wHch are 

out except at the expense o ma de to the pan- 

already “great.” To keep the pledges 

Germanic imperialists, he must fai P 

to the English imperialists. constitutes a 

That is why the Munich agreemen when one 
defeat for the democracies P articul ^ j d ing a ll 
thinks in terms of reahstic interests Random 
ideological considerations. At Munich, 

Powers had their vital interests to defend^ as^w^ 
the interests of peace. Are these tw o m teres ts of 

tory? Not at all; on the contrary, the vi %vith 

Great Britain and Trance are absolutelyiden 1 
the larger general interest-peace. Neim ^ 

Britain nor France wishes a new P^tioru g 
world, but the totalitarian countries do. 1 r 

cratic Powers defend their interests m commo , 
superiority is so great that a war is impossi e. ^ 

This is the idea that is the basis of the con ^ 

peace is indivisible and that security is _ co vas 

long as the democracies clung to tliis idea, i ^ 
no confusion. Everything was clear. On a Y 2 » 

•was sufficient for Sir Neville Henderson, His i J 
ambassador in Berlin, to order his specia ^ain 
Hider to retreat. On September 12th, Herr 
Ribbentrop only shrugged his shoulders w icn ^ 
Majesty’s ambassador said almost the same thing ns 
had said on May 21st. "Von Ribbentrop knew e 
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Communism, This warps every p there is 

success originates. Jins P ^ ^tent *at ttoe 
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S?ml emheddel to , »£. oClast winter, sent 
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It must always be remembered that this figj* 
Communism is Hitler’s great hobby-horse. I » 
in France that every time German diplomats 
the responsible French ministers, they a v*a.y s ce 

understand how much easier relations e tween 
and Germany would be, if only the Frenc , 

would launch a fight against Communism, or 
the Communists from the governmental majority . 

It is clear that this hobby-horse of Hitler s wi 
still further, and that in a very short time we wi 
Germany and Italy open a series of diplomatic op 
tions in order to obtain adherence from each s a 
the anti-Comintern pact. You know as well as 
at the end of the von Ribbentrop-Mussolini con\e 
tions in Rome, the latter proposed to Hitler a ne 
signing of the anti- Comintern pact between Germa > 
Italy, and Japan. That is to say, the new agreeme 
would commit the three states equally to mutua 
assistance in the event of “Communism” attacking any 
one of them. 

Consequently, German and Italian propagan a 
reverts very often to this form of anti-Communism, 
and I leave it to you to realize how powerful this 
propaganda was in France during the last crisis. 

This spectre of Communism, masterfully handled m 
Paris between the first and the thirtieth of September, 
constituted, in the class struggle of which we were 
speaking, a considerable trump card in the hands of 
the rulers of the hour. An argument often heard in 

92 



The Co#.®" «f D '” C, ‘’ 9 ' 

. . TP 


i nc ^ 

. , circ ics was that if Germany were 

certain governmental circl ussR> of thc Czech 

resisted, with the aid ot ^ ^ dcmocra tic. 

Republic, of the U.S.A., , ‘ and thc Uttlc Spanish 
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things which the CVCI f in the judgment of .« 

in everybody s judgm , d ; sa ppcar, found itself 
beneficiaries, is tending 

menaced. . ^ x personally saw a good 

In Paris, dunng the ^ ^ banher, nor a 

many people, bu - ndus trial trust, who was urging 
single president of am ng but an arrangement 

the Government toward of the future. The 

with Berlin, even to t triumphcd; the more pan- 
idea that the more Nazi and commercial 

Germanism would stretc ts^ ^ ^ occur to these 

tentacles across the w D j- cd at it this way : “The 

gentlemen. They alw ^ . scriouslv threatened,, and it 
present capitalistic order Europ ; an upheaval. If we 
will certainly not surviv * fC ^ be universa l 

must go to the point ot w » 

Communism afterwards. basis of simple fact is a 

To argue with them baye attempted more than 
which for ■*£ vanquished; Even if I succeeded 
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in making these p c °ple unrimtand Aat^a 

France was inconceivable, iey Drese nt regime, 

atdy, “Y«, but it trill be : the end a™ J rad Ions, 

4c end of a certain emhzabon, of ccr hed 

and or certain forms of life to which we arc 
above all others, and we don't oudooki 

Perhaps we journalists have a p J t 

but during the crisis it seemed to usthat m 
chambers of the important^ min ^“ vQ Hun dred 
encountered more representatives of th ^ trustS) 

Families” of the banks, and the big assemb l e d 

than we had ever before in our hves see ^ 

together l I will not attempt to speak a 
Bourse, because I know very little about it ^ 

obrious that journalists were often invited P 

moderate course and spare the Bourne as much as 

P0 Cl^iy and deGniiely, one of die deep imprtssio™ 
left with us as a result of die September 
the class struggle was strongly manifested, 
fertl politicf elements, all classes, petite bourgeon 
intellectuals, the miUtary, and working classes -witimut 
exception, expressed themselves much as did the 
concierge of my house, who patiently awaited my 
Z every night in order to learn the latest news of 
the situation: “Is it turning out all right, madame. 
would be very sad to have a new war, but if it ^ neces- 
sary we will be as brave as the Chinese and th 
Spaniards, we will endure it ” He added, as he was 
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before Hitler’s bluff. This time the game was even 
more complicated than usual, and Hitler lead it on 
five fields at the same time: the fields of internal 
politics, economics, militarism, diplomacy, and ideology* 

Hitler thundered at Nuremburg: “The German 
people are all behind me!” But, the danger passed, the 
National-Socialist newspapers published every day, 
without exception, complaints and threats on the 
subject of the “defeatists,” those “who had packed 
their trunks,” the “street fighters,” the cowards, those 
who spread rumours, the scandal-mongers, “those who 
lay in ambush.” It is characteristic that the organ 
which unleashed so real a campaign against those who 
refused to believe in Hitler’s victory, was Das Schwarze 
Korps , organ of the S.S. and Gestapo. This newspaper, 
in a manifesto addressed to the German people, urged 
them to “point out the residence of every person who 
was notoriously waiting in ambush, refused to work, and 
who was a parasite.” 

In the Paris newspaper, Le Jour , which cannot be 
called anti-Fascist, M. Leon Bailby wrote on October 
26th: “I have received from an American diplomat, 
who is not stationed in Berlin, but who sojourned there 
the last two weeks in September, this significant 
communication: ‘All at once, on September 27th, the 
rumour was spread abroad that we were on the eve of 
war, and that an attack on the Sudeten territories 
would correspond with the entrance of French and 
English troops into war. This same day, two motorized 
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• npd for war, crossed the great arteries of 
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astically for the war. happening, and 

ignorant of almost all ***”„. ^ess, at the world 
could only catch a gh | ’ bcr in the process of 
coalition which was m 
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being rapidly formed against Hitler, without Y 
definite knowledge, men and women were seized vn 
an unspeakable war panic. The Czech border authori- 
ties registered, at this time, an average of fifty erm , 
deserters per day; they were soldiers of the egu 
Army, crossing the frontier and throwing down 
guns before a shot had been fired by the Czech fron er 

guards. . . „ 

But it is not only the fear of war which makes 
hinterland dangerous in case there should be wa 
Almost every class of the German population is 
contented. The workers complain of the forced la our, 
the “drill,” of the rise in prices, the lowering of wages, 
and the restrictions on food. In spite of all prohibitions, 
struggles for a rise in wages and against overtime w or 
provoke more and more incidents. Certain Nazis, a ove 
all, the “old-timers,” take an active part in the demon- 
strations, and only because they have been deceive , 
because life is made difficult for them whilst the lea ers 
wallow in unbelievable luxury. The peasants take every 
opportunity to sabotage the directed economy. Never 
have the German peasants been so opposed to a regime 
as they are to Hitler’s. 

In the cities the middle classes arc indignant at the 
crushing taxes, and at the fact that the promise to 
socialize the department-stores has not been fulfilled. 
In accordance with the four-year plan the workers are 
deprived of their independence : they must work in the 
factories. The merchants and industrialists are driven 
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card. The occu Pf°^°Uy Hitler’s difficulties beca 
a few weeks, but quickly 

even greater. 
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At Nuremberg, Hitler and Goering declared loudly 
that Germany had nothing to fear from a oc !l 
Their economic argument is merely a large-scale u • 
At that same moment the economic review, Dcr eusc c 
Volkswirt, Dr. Schacht’s organ, demanded the rationing 
of food provisions, saying that otherwise they cou n° 
ward off the shortage which would result in certain 
provisions and fodder. In the same review Dr. Schacht s 
contributor, Dr. Tomberg, demonstrated the dangers o 
autarchy. He wrote: “A country, such as German) , 
which cannot feed itself by its own means, and w 1C 1 
cannot provision itself from its own raw materials, must 
aspire to accumulate gold reserves and foreign specie, 
in order to be prepared, if the occasion arises, to uy 
the materials which it lacks.” . 

The author, after having observed that the Unite 
States, Great Britain, and France, together controlled 
more than 76 per cent of the world’s gold, and iat 
Germany did not control even one per cent, conclude 
with melancholy, that: “A Great Power which enters 
into a war without allies, without immense resources, 
and without a possibility of buying merchandise from 
neutral states, must always lose a war against an 
alliance of states which are perhaps inferior in military 
potential, but which are superior in the economic field, 
and which have good commercial relations and credits. 

Did the democracies take stock of their power? 
When the democratic Powers, France, Great Britain, 
the United States, and the Soviet Union, are compared 
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brought again to the attention of the German people. 
(October x, 1938-) 

Hitler declared at Nuremberg: * No one can co p 
« capitulate. We are invincible.” Up to the present 
time, we have been able to measure Hitlers war 
potential on the occasions of military reviews, or m 
occupation, without a struggle, of Austria an 
Sudeten territories. On these occasions certain faults, 
notably in materials, were revealed. These deficienc 
will rapidly disappear. The Italian Army has wage wa 
only against the unarmed and unprotected A Y ss,n | a 
The experiences gained from the Spanish War ave 
demonstrated the inferiority of Italian and er 
tanks and planes in comparison with Soviet tanks an 

But let us compare the military potential of the 
Italo-German-J apanese axis with that of the democratic 
bloc, Great Britain, France, the United States,. e 
Soviet Union, and since we are considering the situa- 
tion as it was before the Munich agreement, we include 
Czeclio-Slovakia. The reserves of the three axis Powers 
amount to fourteen and a half million men, those o 
the democratic Powers amount to forty million 
without the United States, thirty million, and with 
China, fifty million. 

The democracies possess twice as many planes as the 
totalitarian states, the ratio of warships is three to one 
in favour of the democracies. (These figures are taken 
from official German statistics.) 
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and confirmed by Hr. Chamberlain, as well la* by 
M. Daladier, announced that in case Fra , 
fulfilling its obligations toward Czecho-Slo\ aki , g 
the latter its armed assistance against a non-prow 
aggression, Great Britain and the Soviet Union would 

place themselves at France’s side. 

That same day Belgrade and Bucharest made ' 
to the Hungarian Government that the pact o 
Little Entente was still in force. The Soviet Union 
pointed out in a dramatic fashion that Poland s eas 
frontiers were menaced. The United States o _ 
was on the point of taking the step which dunng the 
Great War they dared take only after three years 
war. It was a real question of a world coa o , 
incomparably stronger than in 1914, and it wou 
been mad to risk a war under such circumstances. 

In the Deutsches Adelsblalt, General von Metzscn 
published the following warning: “We must not forget 
in considering any single favourable detail the situa 
of Germany as a whole, which is rather grave. 

Even Mussolini hesitated and sought a way out. i 1 
saviours arrived from the great general headquarters o 
Democracy. For to the bluff in the domain of internal 
politics, to the economic, military, and diplomatic blu s, 
was added the ideological bluff, bringing the confusion 
of the democracies to a climax, and thus opening t c 
way to a Hitler victory, arrived at without war and 
without effort. 

Of what did this ideological bluff consist? It was 
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simply a question of applying the methods which had 
resulted in the fall of the Weimar Republic to the 
struggle which should result in a hegemony over 
Europe. 

When, on July 20, 1932, the Prussian Minister of the 
Interior, Commander-in-Chief of the State Police, Herr 
Severing, allowed himself to be arrested by a second 
lieu tenant, and two soldiers, thus giving up a primary 
position to the enemy, he declared that by this action 
he had hoped to avoid the shedding of blood. National- 
Socialism, in ciTcct, was threatened with losing a civil 
war, and Severing took into account the normal man’s 
desire for peace and quiet. There is no more natural 
desire than that for peace. 

On September 30th, every people ardently wanted 
peace. This desire, under certain conditions, could have 
resulted in a compromise. But if one of the parties 
knows in advance that the other party is a partisan of 
peace at any price, then compromise becomes capitula- 
tion. But capitulation does not produce peace, Tor even 
if the motives of the conflict disappear, the reasons for 
it remain, and always create new situations, pregnant 
with conflict. In the hands of the totalitarian states, 
pacifism becomes a -weapon of diversion. 

In his book, Grundlagcn Einer Deutschen Wehrpolotik 
(National-Socialist Library, part twelve), Colonel 
Hierl, since promoted to the rank of General, Chief and 
Organizer of the Labour Service, wrote as follows: 
“There are two kinds of pacifism : true pacifism, which 
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results from a morbid tendency, from weakness or 
blindness, but which is sincere, and IrypocrrUcai 
pacifism. The latter constitutes a method of poll « 
combat, and serves for the preparation of war. 
deluding the adversary with pacifistic phrases, 
latter is led to neglect his armament. The illusion 
which the adversary believes, serves to hide the ic 

preparations for war.” • 

Herr Gocbbcls simply mocks pacifism : Never ag. 
war! That is the cry of those who give up. Untor u- 
natcly, so far no one has conceived of the idea o 
founding a league with the slogan: ‘Never again a 
stomach-ache!’ They would be just as sensible as our 
friends of peace!” (Der Angriff, of March 12, 1928-) 
Abusing the desire for peace among the people is ■ one 
of the most effective methods of the aggressors. ,C J 
have succeeded in making the true friends of pea 
appear as the “instigators of war,” and only t ie 
isolationists find favour in their eyes! “Peace, to . c 
aggressors means a localized war — or the capitulation 

of the others. _ 

If it were not for their confusion in the matter o 
peace, the democratic statesmen, aware of their 
superiority, would have been able, on September 3°> 
1938, to have imposed peace, and a peace such, as we 
have always understood it. That is to say, in the 
acceptance of the term as President Roosevelt used it, 
the settlement of differences arising from contradictory 
interests, not by recourse to force and violence, but by 
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right to its own constituents? In reality, the right of 
self-determination of peoples in Hitler’s hands is o y 
a sort of dynamite destined to blow up the states o 
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, which without 
exception are states made up of different nationalities. 
Poland has 31-1 per cent minority population, 
Roumania 28*1 per cent, Yugoslavia 25-6 per cent, 
and Latvia 24-5 per cent, etc. 

A Linguistic Map of Central Europe, published after t ie 
annexation of Austria by the Volksbundfur das Deutschtum 
im Ausland, puts at thirteen millions the number o 
Germans living in Europe beyond the borders of the 
Third Reich. The German language territory, accor 
ing to this map, includes fourteen different states. e 
number of Germans in the entire world is estimated at 
1 00,337,000, of which 78,000,000 live within the borders 
of the Reich. 

Herr Heinrich Rogge, professor of National-Socialist 
International Law, has published a book entitled The 
Peace Policy of Hitler, and International Law. The author 
attributes to Hitler the creation of a new International 
Law, where peoples are substituted for nations as 
subjects of the law. As for what remains of the rights 
of men, they are replaced by popular law ( Volksrecht ), 
based on the blood of the people instead of the bloodless 
scheme of the nation. 

Backed by this theory, Hitler could to-morrow raise 
up the Irish against Great Britain, the Bretons against 
France, the Arabs against France and England. And 
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“Bolshevist” tag is attached by the National-Socialist 
propaganda to ever)' adversary, and it continues 
apply this simple method of defamation. Czccno- 
Slovakia was denounced as “Bolshevist” at the m0I ” c ” 
it was suspected of belonging to a coalition oppose 
Germany, and desiring to resist German hegemony. 

In Herr Hitler’s speech at Saarbruckcn on Oc to 
gth, he named those whose inclusion in the. nti- 
Cabinet would suffice to qualify Great Britain, as a 
Bolshevist nation. At the same time, the Nationa 
Socialists again called the English, as they had urin 
the Great War, “a people of merchant Jews.” For tic 
racial theory of the Nazis constitutes an instrument o 
the Third Reich’s policy- of alliances. This is clear 
from the fact that the Japanese were honoured Y 
being declared “Aryan,” while in France only i° sc 
who approved of the policy- extolled by M- Pierre 
Etienne Flandin enjoyed this privilege. 

And the bluff succeeded, as you w-ell know-, beyon 
all hopes ! If the capitalist regimes had entered t ie 
game whole-heartedly with all their weapons what 
would have happened? 

One of three things. Either, knowing that all the 
countries were ready to wage war for Czecho-Slovakia, 
Hider would have withdrawn, and the democratic- 
capitalist countries could have forced the dictators to 
halt in their onrush. 

Or, secondly, Hider would have followed out his plan 
of aerial attack on Czecho-Slovakia, a plan which we 
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""“t “edits can only pay ^ T hese eondidons 
SXg-f^to ^Wo-Tntoh exchanges are 
do not exis . Bal- 

concerned.” Berl in after Ins trip ain J 

On bis ^tum Re ichm«nster < rf ™ ^ . 

kan countries, H neW axis ou ^ ria , and 

Economy, P uU f ose d ofYugoslayia, § and 

the Balkan fi^coP^i^ of pending ^ ^ 

Turkey, ^ * a ps to Roumania and G ^ ^ tern 
Iraq, and p f_u oW ing comment . that 

*«* S— ncarly evKy » 

Europe and Asia iv^ 
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at the 


Germany needs. We arc already buying and the 
present time, twice as much as Engl an , 


United States put together. 

But Hitler docs not stop at Turkey. ' r . 


to 


but timer does not stop «<- - cnt up 

1936, Germany’s share in imports from r* £nglan d 
from 7-3 per cent to ii*i per cent, cent to 

fell during the same period from I 9 ‘ 1 P c 


io*6 per cent. A 

This movement has already affcctc . n „ EC } a lists 


The 


commercial travellers of Hamburg and t ie sp 
of Herr Himmler, chief of the Reich’s secret po ^ 
the question of minorities, have already arrive 
other end of the trans-Eurasian axis, the Persian. ^ 
Here, on the frontiers of India, in the naph a ^ j t 
Mosul, in the regions bordering on the Suez ^ ^ 


is not the vital interests of tlie Soviet Union ^ 

stake but, indeed, the vital interests of the 

Empire - . r the Reich 

The review, the Deutsche Wehr, organ ot tx ^ 

Ministry of War, alluded in its issue of Octo er > 


ivjjuusuy or war, auuuea in iu> usui. , dv 

1938, to the fact that in principle England had <■ 
renounced the great imperial route to India by " ^ 
of Suez, and that she was engaged in fortifying ^ 
much more certain Cape route, by installing 
reservoirs at St. Helena, and by constructing ford ica 
tions on Seal Island in front of the Cape. “The distanc^ 
from Southampton to Colombo by Port Said is ha^ 
the distance separating Southampton and the Cape- 

1 This reckoning is obviously incorrect. 
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n. C»n/“ m * DC ”“7«he Kalian 
“If, ««nc day, , *= V ((j fa „ back on .Is P 

Haifa, England vn* “ is the 

in Central A ’ ncn “ ect consequences of hen 

OM °^b»“«ats*e route „ a 

menace^ he Berhn-Rome - da ble threat 

one considers to a dd the f t of the 

whole, it I s n . CC eOUS ly at c ver y v '^ a . the Suez 
directed simu & tllC North Sea, 1 .5 Those who 

■British Empire. „ .r an d Hong E g „ « a ve 

cX, *» **%%££»* •"'ITX Possible 

saved Wtlcr at Mun.c But e*a P ot 

** »**%?£%* triangle ’ Brta in and 

goal ean *■' ^ interest of Grca 

threatening » a nti-Coxnintem, 

France? chosen name, Pf > rin an agent" 

^ XXous confusion- 


go to XoX trade! W* *"* 

insurrection, an vVliy does the J r . does 

*e ofonVla4 S tock,^ d ^ 

march on Can ? \Vhy does Hi territories 

she cut off Ho * g Belg ian Congo in * ^tiers, but 

Cameroons and from Sovi Ge rman 

which are fax ^ Ethiopia - ^ ^ 

gleing France and 
dominion m j ^ 



,\>,V Tjninr.Ui f't OJA 

1 1 for Lake Tchad or 
alternatives of starting a '’•or i • ^ att;vc k by 

renouncing Africa? Are we v.ai m e * nC ar, 
Italy on Odessa?--^ on Gibraltar. ' Inch 

and so easy to reach by sea or b> ' Uc$ which 

There is no doubt about U I .fj t j s w hy, 

Hitler made at Munich, he cannot le p- ’ by 

even if one ukes Ml *»»n. " ’ '' ^ ” " Scfc,U 
(hose who saved the peace, Moo.ch cons rf 
England must abdicate, and what » “t, hdraw 

France il she followed M. 1 landm s a , w hh great 

within l.erself, Herr Rosenberg las C % V , 
frankness in his book, Th, Mj* »/ <*< **>»•'“ 
of which I will cite one passage : 

“Only an intelligent France mil ^*”*2 
readjust the nation. It is true that tins corfd « 
be done on the old traditional Nordic b: • -> 
only by virtue of her Alpinc-wcstcnvrac: ml chara 
ter. She must renounce her hegemony _ P on 

recognizing die necessity which nature J m P d 
her, and must give up her interest in * 
Czccho-Slovakia, and the other Little 
countries. She must energetically dmunat , f 
negro and Jewish population, and contcn 1 
-with frontiers conditioned by her P°P U _ 
Germany would not hinder such a France m 
consecration to her civilization.” (Page 641.) 

This generous offer or a cultural autonomy accorded 
to France in the framework of a Germanic-Europc 



Th Con>«»/^" a>cfinal 
constitutes, after <hckj 

depend on the S . f e suppose T oS eph 

Under these his father. Mr. ^ 

berlain suecee 1899 to rg 4 rea ches 

*: t irSs ^*sr£su - * ^ ions 

^mcT^e. , n Englo „d, for 

What would p ^ iadc it known to forxne r 

Germany brutaUy Alsaee-Lorraine and h 

she must a S am jede ^ her forma ^ 

colonies, and , f Germany deman^ ^ 

What would W frontier zones, s i n ce 

prance detnihtan can not even g minds 

project wm»^ ; history recoil in ^^tomed to 
the conquerors Catnbon, wa easy to 

My ^ later 1 years of his ^ \\ c ^ sC it is m 
change a ^^’bfsomeddng ^Xgeogr^' 

si s — a*s£ — aimost a 

cally speaking, Franc ^ 
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single country. To attack one is to mjure 
To undermine the colonial empir t return 

tat of the other. In » 

colonies to Germany, even f nrme r colonies of 

appease the Fiihrer. To restore his form t0 

Togo and Cameroon, to restore the ^ the 

the Nazi rulers, who have made ^ e the pur ely 
first item in their programme, is, ^ thc least , 

humanitarian and moral pomt of view , Y 

a questionable action. a U of 

mat would happen? In less than J ’ da? 
central Africa would be poisoned by az P g ^ 
that is, a type of Arabian war wou c ’ That 

Palestine, against the Jews and then- protecto • of 
Germany would find a means o raising . _ n fTogo 
three or four million blacks in the two coo concea l 
and Cameroon, as Air. Zimmerman i 
from the English delegates in the course of > 

conferences which took place following e 
Treaty, is very probable. Something » bound 
as you will understand immediately if Y ou ^ 
account the exact situation which Togo and 

occupy in Central Africa. , 

If you wall look at the map, you will see tha 

cession of Cameroon and Togo to Germany , 

seriously modify the situation in Africa for France a 
England. If you draw a straight line from Rome sou 
ward to the Gulf of Guinea, you cut Africa m two. 
More than tins, less than 1,000 kilometres would 


US 



«. 7^ croon to m 

sasthisss s^sara- 

-* ,7Tooo Wometrcs «*-*JZE:wo uvo 
extended 2,0 cut ting our A1 conse quencc, 

reach Bdgnm Cong ^ mor c serious wcll . 

separate scions- "■ irons station'd ^ 

a few German avniM ^ Cameroon could,^ ^ 
chosen points i dcst roy every Equa torial 

° rtr °° PS a " d 

^^“Sortant^ecess^^ 

Camer^Tto 

in a vast estuary, su btnarines. _ „ rt ; cable by the 

Duola, transformed » aerop lanes, rranee 

submarines, slaps, ot blockade En gland, 

herselfpraeneal^m^ for rr ance 
Such is th ]19 
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especially for Frame : either site must 
demand for return of the coloums, of dm 

firm stand make war impossible, Y ^ for 

hazards which she presents in m P t0 a 

the Italo-German group, or else . p rMC c 

false polio, of peaee and thus risk pro P «“”S 
and England into a new war, m whieh dm P“ 
of Togo and Cameroon will give our adversaries 

greatest chances of winning. , «• wrote in 

Several months before his death, Luden 
his la,, work: “If in the present pol.tieal s, uauon^ 
world war broke out, North Africa would bc» ^ 
theatre of operations of extraordinary i P European 
its results would have a profound e «j t j s 

battlefields!” Later, he added a few more ^ ' Wc 

clear that if Mussolini adopts a policy o a p 
protectorate, the Rome-Berlin axis wall become S 

mat do you think will happen to the 
colonies in Central Africa, which in fact i 
claims much more than Togo and Camcioon. 

Under present conditions, it is impossib e o p 
at a given time, the inevitable conflict between i 
“two worlds,” the one in which people live m servit > 
and where they make cannons and planes, just a 
the democracies the bakers make little cakes or 
special holiday; or the other world, where everyon 
lives as he pleases, free, and perhaps even too carefree. 

If you will allow me to assume this pessimistic 
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r ■„ of Western Democracy 
nc Confis.cn S exclude 

. , T f or one, can 

hypothesis, whicn , happ en? al 

tom my though «, w^ , n 4 , ” “ s = inleiduel 

CcrtainlywhattaPP^ ^ ^ic for md. ^ 
war, for , J'' C ^ 1 T dlc democratic millions to 

V ' b f“le " d vSntccrs will ^ ^ «B it 

will unite, anu Encland- t> ut u ; „ _otAon to 

the side or Fr “^e dirtatoR'“P s? 

take to exhaus nQt to reply- that this 

which we would P r ccr tain-that , t0 

■ In any case one § thc capitalist P b 
time, tire mode f ^ 1 crisis w^^Siculty 

save in September, &om^ gtand only w Ui a 

mu ch «‘°“' and long-dra«n-ou”ttugJ K; ^ of 

such a wide-sca for natlon s, as D lf< „ 

Thus it wiU be tr evcry man i at 

men: “The grea e t e J t o save then- ^ 

Thc capita '® -l.° cr . , sj t„ ? pnee t ® ^ 

the time o mater ial capitulation 1 s, ma thematic- 
diplomatic an time, it > s “' tlia t Hitler’s 

destroy jt we explain *e denounce 

ally certain, ti tQ sUC ceed? W e ° ^ de mon- 

five bluffs were ^ But is it nece ? ^ . g n0 t 

the power of prop g mea ns, in r = a lt) ' to the 

strate what radio broadcasts or & 

limited to the violence o propagand a is not 
volume or newspaper P . >tica l problem. ud 

technical pr» bte ”' b “' agenda works un* ~“P 

National-Socndut prop ^ ^ Reading ® 

in-the very country ^ 
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German propaganda could never create bosom 0 f 

in democratic countnes if, m “ thetic to the 

Democracy, certain classes were n s> P however, 

doctrine of National-Socialism ^ 

daring to advertise the fact. Ce a founda- 

of Democracy, ood thus | to the slog® 

tions of democratic society'. They sue n c0untr y 

of the “Bolshevist danger” just as the before 

squires and the Rhine industrialists succu 

They envy the easy life of the dicta ^*^^ l . And 
have to quarrel with a parliamentary PP ^ ^ 
the National-Socialist propagan a ' sv mpathy 

sympathies. A tragic dilemma resul . -fascism 

of the reactionary factions introduced ^ 

becomes a menace to the very east* ence ^ ^g^. 

every country which is threatened y gH that 

The results of Munich demonstrate very be 

the real goals of Italian and German Yasa** 
realized only at the expense of the vital m er 
democratic powers. These powers are e blC 

powers: their property' and future are at s 
manoeuvre is successful, in which the democrac 
the totalitarian states to realize their ambitions. 
bluffs put up by the totalitarian countries conS ‘ hich 
spreading confusion in the democracies, confusion w 
provokes disharmony among the population o ^ 
democratic states whose interests are threatene , 
so renders them incapable of defending their comm 
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of the course ofc*9 countries vaU P as 

*» I tent^tcrs, and ^“^fUdonal 

hands of the new richcS) an d ot m ^ 

is die basis ° ^ to pieces, even withou ^ honestly 

civilization, vn. § re ign as soon matter. 

Confusion ceases to ** cles s to insist on Uus m ^ 

defines Democracy ossibie without social P r | moC racy. 
Democracy is »*P si ble without strong 

social progress ^ is /masses and 

Maintenance of c for the worUng ma terial 

efforts destined ‘oprescrv^ ^ d err nr ^ ^ 

<hn ““""l^e ameliorated. Ever ' steed 

situation will be _ This is what ' r r-.f'ice.” 

preserved at this P^ C( J' “the adventure °P 

Called in his book, ^ Isn’t of 

But certain p e P ^ dictators, m followed 

progress qnestionaMe , ,*** Won’t daeyb^*' fl>e 
the Continent, are o Qys a u s which * change 

by Bolshevism, w^ ^ consequent akea dy 

democratic sy ^ estern countries. Communis m in 
everything i g is n0 danger ° he opposition, 

explained that i t is certain tha n i m ous 

prance. As for as it is, « ^ kn0 w 

even as insigmfican mun ists among * tor . 

on one point, and die ^ de iivered from 
that the German p P ’ ocraC y. has no t 

Ship, vffl toleram ££* ^ Getmroy suU 
It must not be torg ^ 
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had a democratic revolution, such as Great Britain had 
in the seventeenth, and France in the eighteen 
centuries. For the revolution of 1918 did not touc e 
landoavners, their power was not broken, and it was 
they who put Hitler in power in 1933 - After Hitlers 
fall, Germany will be faced with the task begun m 
1848 and interrupted by Bismarck’s and Hitlers 


dictatorships, of achieving Democracy. 

Thomas Mann, the great twiter and Nobel Prize 
winner, has spoken of the task which the whole German 
opposition considers as its historic mission : “Under the 
yoke of National-Socialism, it is true that the workers 
have no rights, the syndicates are annihilated, all social 
organizations are suppressed, but to believe that an 
consequence the golden age of the industrialists has 
arrived, is only a dream of Herr Thyssen and other 
protecting financiers of Herr Hitler, and precisely the 
contrary has come about. The war economy organized 
at the present time in what is called the Third Reich, 


is a form, inferior from the moral point of view, but 
nevertheless a form of Socialism. It constitutes some- 


thing which we can call State-Socialism just as well as 
State-Capitalism, a military dictatorship established 
and exercised over national economy, completely 
limiting the initiative of the industrialists, and -without 
doubt, the ruin and the end of an economy based on 
private capital. The bourgeois of the world should 
take account of this fact before choosing Fascism 
because of a panicky fear of Socialism.” 
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r . n f Western Democrat j 
The &»>■»" »/ . ontagonis ms which 

Wider is i n p°' ver ’ . . *11 k e brought to 

. As long as Hitler* v Munich will be 

** “ caB a 

light again, nc w 1914 Wl11 r detente which 

danger of war, until * ^ ^ 0 f de en 

As soon as one real democracies an ^ 

reigns to-day maintained by certain r^^ f ro m 

detente, artifici y^ presSj onc cann , v in our two 

tlicir control of _ , • ^ the one we h t hc 

comparing ^ dir- In fact, when .1 Grey , 

full of happm®, J ! hope that it ™ 1 fta , an 

“T\l It moment it •»*££, sdU no. he 

although at lo . G erman reia ^ 

amelioration of * • ° clud e our friend 5 - in the 

exclusive, but will ^ follo wing <*«*“*£ attitude 

same session: The ny lS entirety icting 

in England because I do 

OIte " * f tte two connote, a «»r 1 ^ brcat ou t, 
“S- in : fatat « “* 

And Mr. Asqm*^ of to-day: O® 4 ^ be 
same thing as his co 6 oharactcr, Mc 

have no “fswe "“ J c0 - Uld extend theman c 

more than happy^ Aeir co ncihatory and 
other powers within 
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sphere. We have no reason for conflict with any great 
Power in the world; the first and most important 
interest will always be, to-day as in the future, world 
peace!” 

And what was the reply from Berlin to these peaceful 
remarks in the House of Commons? During the 
session of the Reichstag of December 5, 191 i s Herr 
von Bethmann-Hollwcg, Chancellor of the Reich, 
declared as follows: “We must be armed against al 
eventualities.” Baron von Hartling said: We must 
require that the English put up no obstacle to our 
expansion. With coolness, conscious of their force, 
basing it on their excellent army, and on their right, 
the German people march toward the future.” Prince 
Hatzfeld expressed himself as follows : “We must keep 
our powder dry.” 

Thirty months later the Great War broke out. 

As for myself, generally called “Cassandra* by 
political adversaries who are polite, and by the others, 
“The fortune-teller who forgot her spectacles,” it seems 
to me that in order clearly to define the situation of our 
two great democratic and capitalistic countries, face 
to face with the dictatorships, I could make a few 
predictions which "will run small risk of being contra- 
dicted. 

But first of all let me drav r your attention to the dizzy 
development of German diplomatic methods, and to 
the definite adoption of one of them. This one, given 
the troublesome internal situation of capitalistic 
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The Orf~ D ””“t the most 

the ^rJoTsaarbtOchentha^ 

that his agents _ h pibbentrop 

figures. . t1lC conversation Qctober 26, 

We know tha i cian o in H or "\ taC fi c should 

had with Mussolini ^ d i p lomaU ^ the 

it was decided ^ velope d simn ^^™ ms limitations, 
be used and ^ of concedi conces sions m 

attempt, ? concessions and . lo _German agree 

to obtain colonial with a n W nce . Some 

Europe- It ^ ^f ar ate W-^the Reich at 
ment in order to W ^ r f Xngarian-Caech 

days later, Marshal the Bg* Coun t 

the Vienna meeting ^ conversatio 

differences. He ha d iplo«i atlc tacU - es . “We are 

cLoon there of *3. %**«**£ ^ tlK 
v/ith the Mternal^ ^ have to ** ^ ^fiing to 

strong enoug their men m P . according to 

democracies unless t he *“ heir Govern- 

we ate going B 
vhth this spirit- 
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_ t Piano decided, on s 
And it is believed Co ^ der s t ood to the new 

part, that he would ***** that the negotiations 
French ambassador m vvith France, wer 

which Italy wcre ^ g0m 5 m negotiations, but that if 

Daladier-Bonnet-Mussolini 0 ^ ^ ould be a 

other men came into power, w 

different matter. _ two coun tries has i m 

Unfortunately, neidier happen when 

the past tod Use feelmg few reflections 

HiUer and Mussota. omdly r Let ns 

t P f 2T — - - - 

closing, I 

my ideas concerning t P democracies, whic 1 

evolution of the situation of our two 

face the dictators. ^ 

The dictators, by their eternal "b^^^nd 
policy, will reach the point c > P^ S and they will 
England that anythmg is better th ^ the tivo 

thus obtain enormous con ^ es J. OI f ’ . h a diminished 
great democracies wll dictatorships, that 

diplomatic position, vu a vis accepting agree- 

London and Paris will be reduced toaccep^ ^ ^ 

ments imposed by the tota anan economic 

sphere: agreements concerning ^ 

matters, • and perhaps c f ^wSSgration of the 
This would constitute the daily disintegr* 
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ThCCmf ^nd paradoxical it -V 

whole d f d ' °c and^aglaod will 

seem, tbit f “ nmcn ts »f. Fra "“ Saihed to you- 

defend E rnest torrid - 

and that will afte r this tnal, it will he 

Consequently, t t capita^ .y, entalled 

hardly sec how ^ ris h s m P Q qhs mistake, 

was unwilling ^ c ould long s be ii e ve that 

of us and tno 

sacrifice. 


2 9 



the NEW DARK ages? 

R. H. s. Crossman 


1HB events of .tec— 

ity and of Democracy as v/eU. d dopmcn t of our 
One of the guiding hues of the dev ^ rationa l 

civilization has been the ^° tition . But Fascism 

tradition and the conquest of supem ^ ^ of 

is organized S ” P ^*7d«nocratic edition is the idea 
Christianity and ofj * Fasdsm not only imposes an 

of personal cc ^. allt ^ secrre gates the leadership from 
iron dictatorship, and segr g ^ P£rre cration is 

Z rani and file, but stt.es that such a 

■he only virtuous ttay have 

the international field. Ho Wtory of Europe 

failed, I think sve can reeognrzc m *e . 

since ,4=0 a ? =™nS “ ££ „ake a CO- 

national barriers, a grow o w hen we turn to 

operative drive for freedom. But when 
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Tte N-D« rt ^ tnati onalist 
_i v the hardening inter- 

Fascism "' e positive S'° rB ““ToW which ar = 

sentiments ^ ot those ?°^ bee „ removed 

national anarC ^ugh the ruB^ns 1 thc centre is 5 « U 

•mine on now. A nogrom fr° m .. •, spreading 

from the streets the Europe^ * CKC ho- 

proceeding- “ d %v hat was ° n ^ C man ia. There is 
ftrengUrolandan a n d Ron feel 

Slovakia do* ‘ “ Europe m incident, vthrdr 

hardly a country &ee dom. A ht froin Berlin, 

(hat he is sec fj a ' a letter recently i *“ Germa „y. A. Jew 

But the diffe«" a spontaneous, 8 organte d by 

pogrom is n ° l f , hc common roan ' ! Wat Russia the 
stitious rising of *c in P«J boast 

die State itself . Ea s , it unor gan.aed. 

0u r c P od \ h ^ b r c°turn of • ana ^^ but die orga^ 

oHaTand ^^“thought and ^^etter, tire 
tposMon.'.f ^es; or, « ta the modem 

^azi Stated see ^ 
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, j i- a c c vcr witnes- 

control and planning vdnch U.t dark ages 
scd. There is no sign there of a P irc fc «. Then 
such as occurred when thc , scc rcts of science 

civilization really broke dot™ , in tallages 

were destroyed, “ d m “ '' V ^ dcr Nadonal-Sociahsm 

from hand to mouth. But u f Ac purpose 

, vc sec an all-powerful state organiz'd » t0 

not of civihzing but of dcst ™^ S m ; ght be preferable if 
be civilization. In many ^ WC rc going baC 

civilization were breaking up ‘ ^ in 0 ne sense, 

to a simple primitive hfc. But . dfic control is 

is not breaking up. The power c0U ntries it i s 

increasing steadily; only .n *c Tasen' 
itself controlled by barbano forces^ nad(m h tto t 
One of the tragedies of the G ^ capaclty 

Of all the nations of Europe who went to 

for scientific organization. An S of the 

Germany on an important missm £ ^ wh at 
winter of 1918-19, told me the 1 * Y ^ ^ 
astounded him in that starvmg county e ^ 
Armistice, was the national consol of ee ^ ^ for 
had been introduced during th house- 

instance, of the regulations h ^ r farnUy 

wife had to save the stones of all fHnt ^ ^ of oi l 
ate Those stones were collected and 5 , that 

wi extracted from them. He menhoned *0 fact 
when potatoes were peeled, every *«<*£*£ dris 

collected and from thence ^ £ Organization 
seemed to be the most remarkable piece ot o g 
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a every farmer but on y recalled that, 

—not to any an h produced m*_ . he watched 

who had cows f* c V Mar kthalle m Berhn, ^ 

when heW<mtto ** . ng the ^ pfrst, the 
the men who wet different P ^ thr0 wn 

were sold, * r0 ' v * wh ich here won fully 

pile of rotten he noticed 

away but "' h i*0Kd as fertifea«- T h “ m we re put 
sorted out and 1 sroal l sprou* on ofrtor s orne 

that the P° ta ““ „ts v/ere care “W he wos con- 
nside. Later the sp friend told. of Euro pe 

further scient f at da y that of all the > » ^ orga nize 

vinccd from ^1, tad the ca |“ t £ fd t, even m 

German, a or for war. d org anize 

Europe either o P that Germ Y was there 

19 i8-i9> atth ; cc were very f a *’ £ urg was shot. I 
Europe for P^ e Ro sa Luxemb ^ ^ NaZ1 

Murine: the time reminder , the re- 

only rnention "“o nW thing, tat War-time 

W,hrwir«th«J‘ perfected form 

introduction ^ V cWU zationl Even 

economy of 9 , * progress „ a radcs never 

Again, nonce hta ^ heI t introd ucc a 

imperial Germany ^ar started , whole 

dared before the in a P=n»° ? „n C and 

war-time economy- who lc nanon s onc aim 

nation is dn f^ perfected for one mm,^ poUti eal 

industrials^ an «»»“ sote nnly 

!j0 "^SatStis'mbe.ng,taP 

system ot tna 133 
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C will prevent th 

proclaimed rftcr each conics,, ^ 

machine functioning c clc ” t f that I9 l8 P cr ‘° ' j 
How has it come about tha ou wan trf 

when every common man in j£ mC) there has 
peace, a Jafter evenly organization? 

arisen in Germany tins j remember 

I was veiy r young m i9 l8 but ]d was being bom- 
schoolboy the feeling Relate W-B-Vea^ 

I have often since felt tlrat Ae po^tP beforc *e 

in one of his poems, ^fSscism itself. In that poern 

coming of Fascism, spoke of Fasa for & Secon d 

he describes how all mankind deliverance 

Coming, whether we picture 1 de h v erance. At ie 

or as some sort of transcendental JnU ^ muS t 

end of the War everybody felt sometru 

come. 

THE SECOND COMING 

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold, . 

Mere anarchy is loosed upon ? ’ vorst 

The best lack all conviction, while th 

Are full of passionate intensity. 

Surely some revelation is at hand ; 

Surely the Second Coming is at hand. 

TheSecond Coming! Hardly are tore : words 
When a vast image out ol Spnlus in * descrt 

Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of 

A shape with lion body and the head of a man, 
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During the Munich interlude, I observed a P rof °^ 
difference between the attitude of the educa e 
and of the ordinary working people of this co ^ 
which confirmed a remark which Leon Blum made two 
years ago. He said: “It is only the parties of the 
which have any patriotism left. The P artics 
Right put their class before their nation, whe . 
do it consciously or not.” Now a Democracy m w 
the educated leadership has collapsed is a b )cm ° c ' 
which cannot function successfully. It is no goo 
sentimental and saying that Democracy ^P e 
altogether on the fundamental decency of the or _ 
man. Unfortunately, for good or for ill, every sor 
Government depends far more fundamental y on 
virtues of the comparatively few 'who hold rcsponsi 
positions in the country’s life and culture and in us 

and education. . 

Perhaps the word “Baldwinism” sums up better 
any other the attitude of the so-called educated c asses 
in this country, both to international and to domesti 
affairs. Certainly Earl Baldwin represents, better tum 
any other single statesman, the collapse of Britas 
Democracy. His very virtues are the virtues of a degener 
ate Democracy. One of the most typical features of us 
philosophy is a delightful impartiality between two sides, 
one of which is entirely in the right and the other en- 
tirely in the wrong, and one of which has one thousan 
per cent more strength than the other. If there is a 
statesman who has followed in the steps of Earl 
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which can be summed up as preaching 
while preserving your own security and poss » 
is the prevalent form of policy practise 1 
country. I cannot tell you how magni iccn 
that the British middle classes should be so Chns 
and sympathetic to the unemployed. I cann ° 
you how much the Czechs appreciated t ia a 
had betrayed tliem we poured money into t ic a 
House Fund. But a Democracy which thinks ia 
is defending Democracy by sending splints to 
whose injuries arc solely due to betrayal y 1 > 
betrayed its own spirit; and the sending of the S P ’ 
necessary as it is, is making matters worse, if it satis 


our conscience. , t 

Let me remind you that this mood was not prev a 
during the growth of Democracy. In the great perio 
during which the British middle class was fighting 
its rights there was a spirit of determination ; there v a 
a courage and conviction which would make the peop 
of those days, from the days of Cromwell right up to 
the end of the nineteenth century, spit in our faces 1 
they saw -what we were doing. It is completely untrue 
that Democracy cannot act quickly, that Democracy 
cannot be strong, that Democracy cannot follow 
leaders. Democracies have done it time after time m 
the past, and the greatest period of European culture 
was a period when democracies were not content with 
mere expressions of goodwill but despised “morality 
when it meant selfish protection of one’s own security- 
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the sinister interests, until there is nothing left e p 
good intentions, and no action is taken. 

Why did Democracy collapse abroad?^ Becaus 

Fascists were able to say the things I am 
of their criticism was correct, for Democracy ^ 

when every effort to put the common before th P 
g«d is stultified by our democratic 
Loot, for instance, at die problem of air rai P 
tions. You would think that here, if anywhere P d 
good could prevail against vested mteres an 
lethargy and vested stupidity. Do you think it: a at* 
to British Democracy that we have been una ^ 

three years to produce any adequate defence oi 

civilian population? “Oh,” you say, but 1 t 

long start.” Did he? When did Hitler start rcarmamen 
in earnest? About 1935. So did we. But, jov 1 ^ 
“in Democracy we cannot do these things. . 
we ever do that in a Democracy? Is it a serious - 
fence of Democracy to say, “Well, we can neier 
anything properly, thoroughly, and for the or in 

people”? . f ^ e 

Take one other instance — the preservation o 
beauty of our sea-coasts. We watch year after } e ^’ 
mile after mile of our coasts being ruined in perpetuity. 
By what? By the belief that the ordinary man who owns 
private property has the right to foul the public nest. 
Unlike Mr. Chamberlain’s remarks about “fouling i e 
nest” there is some truth in the statement that the 
ordinary man, be he rich or poor — most of the poor 
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by Fascism, and Ac Unhoiy German 
the next stage after the period of the 

Turn back to Versailles. In 1918 the grMt demo ^ 
cies, Great Britain, France, an ’ They 

world at their feet. They could moul 
could mould the colomal empires. Thctr g Y ^ ^ 
nobody wanted to mould tlie world. T 1 Instcad 

get back as quickly as possible to before 9 f 
of organizing Europe for peace and org^mg ^ 

' colonial empires for the good of die natives, h 

done? The statesmen put forward a numb feW 

cratic phrases; permitted a few idealists o g 
boundaries rectified, and retained for France a ^ 

Britain tiieir pre-War empires. Do not forge . 

Versailles when die Japanese delegate mildly s gS 
that perhaps President Wilson’s democratic 1 e 
incomplete without a mention of racial equality, 
Britain and America said tiiat that was going a 


too fsr. ViotiTipr 

What we did at Versailles, and did under die ^ 

of Democracy, is now being done by Fascism, 
people who have risen against the Versailles 1C u 
now boast of inequality of race. They glory in w at i 
actually did. We had not the foresight to get rid ot tn 
narrow nation-state but created a lot more and there y 
a host of economic difficulties. Against us there is now 
a form of organization solely concerned with the power 
of the nation-state. We tried to cover our imperialism 
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militarism or the old monopoly capitalism, but a new 
form of revolutionary nationalism organized to the nth 
degree. We have to face the fact that in Germany the 
National-Socialists have done for foul ends many things 
which we ought to have done here for good ends. They 
have defeated the capitalists, got control of investments, 
and control of the distribution of raw material to the 
factories in Germany; got control of currency, and 
regulated foreign trade. They have in Kraft durch Freude 
built a holiday movement which is real. They have 
knocked out the old ruling oligarchy and in that sense 
they have been a revolutionary movement. That is the 
tragedy: that when we do not do the things we ought 
to do for right and peaceful ends, somebody does the 
selfsame things for the most venomous and ghastly ends. 
But the things are done. 

THE TASK 

What could not we do in this country, we as Socialists, 
if we believed as the Nazis believe, that we could get 
control of investments and that we were going to get 
it; that we could get control of finance and foreign 
trade. If in this country democratic forces do not have 
a spirit which says, “We know what has got to be done, 
we have the power to do it ; we have the people behin^ 
us, so we will get a move on and it shall be done, 
then someone else will do those things. 

We have that choice before us. If we choose freedom, 
we have got to organize this country. It has got to have 
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co-ordination .of its economic forces, and a social 
programme of which we can be proud. We must cease 
saying that it is far in advance of other countries in 
social legislation when, as the richest rentier country in 
tire world, it is lagging behind. We have got to get 
that feeling because there is no other way, in peace 
or in war, of preserving the country. 

The only question which really faces us to-day is: 
Who is going to do those things and for what end are 
they going to be done? We are beginning to realize, 
how much depends on the moral purpose of the states- 
man. We used just to say, “Well, statesmen are deter- 
mined by economic law.” What the success of Fascism 
and Communism proves is that man can conquer 
economics and he can use the economic system either 
for barbarous aggression or for raising the standard of 
living, bringing peace and prosperity. 

The really profound difference between Germany and 
Russia does not lie in the form of totalitarian state, 
which in certain ways is closely similar, but in the 
dynamic of the Communist and the National-Socialist 
movements. Whereas the Communist movement has 
from its earliest days stood for the ideals of Liberalism; 
whereas it has sprung out of the liberal European 
tradition, whereas when you read Marx you realize 
that no one had a more passionate humanity, a more 
sincere love of his fellow-men and belief in liberty — he 
may have had a strange way of expressing it, but he 
had the belief— and whereas Russia, in spite of every 
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difficulty, is still moved by that social purpose, you 
find in Germany an entirely different purpose not 
emanating now from the people but imposed on the 
people by a group who hold that the people are as 
slaves and must remain as slaves; that it is their duty 
to serve; that the nation, the tribe, is the end-all and 
be-all. 

Do not let us, then, make the mistake of saying that 
the difference between these two is to be found only in 
a difference between their economies. There are big 
differences, but you can have much the same economic 
system and it can be used in entirely different ways. 
It is what you want to do with the economic system 
which really matters; and what the statesman -wants 
to do depends on whether he is cut off from the people. 
No statesman who is cut off from the people by a 
leadership principle can any longer want anything but 
power. It is power which corrupts him. The only way 
„ in which this terrifying scientific power which is at the 
disposal of the statesman to-day for the good of the 
people can be used properly is if he is the spokesman of 
a democratic movement. My criticism of Russia is 
precisely on that point. Do its rulers retain the early 
Communist purpose? I hope they do. But however that 
may be, at least they’ once had it, and the Nazis never 
had it. 

“Ah,” you say r , “we cannot do these things in 
England.” Why cannot wc? There is a bigger possibility 
of a democratic revolutionary movement in this country 
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than in any country in the world. The materials are 
all there. But what we see is corruption in political 
leadership, lack of dynamic, lack of morale. We need 
to get that courage back. We all know what has got 
to be done. All that is needed is that somebody shall 
believe it can be done: then it will be done. 

That is the answer to the question: Are the new 
Dark Ages upon us? They are upon us if we cannot 
regain our faith in the popular revolutionary demo- 
cratic movement. They are gone if we cannot stand 
tire jeers, gibes, and curses of respectable people. They 
are gone if we cannot see that even 1906 Liberals were 
not quite respectable in their own day. We cannot move 
unless we can regain our moral indignation, coupled 
with faith in the power of the movement. That cannot 
be done without the active help of the educated classes. 
For you cannot have a democratic revolution unless 
the middle classes take an active part, not as self- 
appointed leaders but because they still believe in 
simple moral principles and still know that they can 
be realized in this country if we really mean to do it. 



WHEN AND HOW A 
RENAISSANCE? 

The Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, M.P. 


It is the case, as Dr. Edith Summerskill has said, not 
only tli at there are a series of important countries m 
Europe under dictatorial Government, but all of us 
feel that we might conceivably move in a similar 
direction. That, possibly, France might go the same 
way. I believe there is reason to think that Great 
Britain is least liable to become a Fascist dictatorship, 
partly because of the length and experience of political 
Democracy and representative Government here, the 
fairly high capacity of tire British people for public 
administration under conditions of self-government, 
and partly because in this country there are long 
traditions of individual liberty. Such long traditions oi 
individual liberty that they in themselves have presented 
something of a problem to the Socialist, because many 
people have not yet learned that Socialism is the best 
way of expressing and securing and establishing indivi- 
dual liberty in the highest and finest sense of the term. 
So one may be hopeful that this country, which 
previously in its history has stood aside from a dark 
and dreary Europe and survived unhappy events, may 
do so again. But wc cannot be sure. We must keep 
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watch not only upon our opponents but upon ourselves 
in order to see that the public work we do, the way in 
which we do it, and the spirit in which we do it is best 
likely to preserve democratic self-government not only 
in form but in such a way that it will be respected by 
the general mass of the population. 

For we must remember that the mass of the popula- 
tion cannot be relied upon to preserve Democracy 
purely for theoretical considerations and because from 
their political knowledge and acumen they believe that 
Democracy is a sacred tiling that should not be tampered 
with. The mass of the population is not so theoretical 
as that. It is not so concerned with political abstractions 
and political doctrines as such. What people as a mass 
are concerned about is certainly their liberty. Certainly 
they have an instinct for democratic government. 
Certainly the British hold as a sacred right — and I think 
they are correct in doing so — the right to tell the Govern- 
ment of the day, whatever its political complexion, to 
go to the devil. But if it were the case that Democracy 
did not deliver the goods, if Democracy was con- 
demned, after years, as being inefficient, slow, and 
ineffective; if it could not preserve for our people or 
secure for them reasonable social security and a fair 
standard of life; if it was incapable of preserving the 
security of the country ; if, in short, judged on super- 
ficial tests of what is good and what is not good, 
Democracy failed those standards, then Democracy 
would not be safe. 
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It is, therefore, not enough to denounce tyranny and 
Fascism. It is not enough to criticize and expose our 
political opponents. We have to demonstrate by our 
own action, by our own capacity and administration, 
by our own work, that Democracy can succeed, tha 
Democracy can give as good and efficient governmen 
as any other system and, if possible, better; an . a 
Democracy can ensure a happy country, and, wit m 
the powers of any individual state, secure a peaceful 
and a prosperous world. Therefore, let us get beyon 
the point of mere abstract affirmation of the desirab . ty 
of Democracy and of mere denunciation of Fascism 
and the exposure of its shortcomings, its tyrannies an 
so on. There is a responsibility upon every one. of us 
to make our contribution to the successful working, o 
Democracy in the interests of the whole of the nation 
and as our country’s contribution to the well-being o 
the world as a whole. _ s 

One of the things that worries me about His Majesty s 
present advisers is not only that I think their policy is 
wrong. I do. What worries me also is their indecision, 
their inefficiency, their lack of capacity to come to 
conclusions and pursue intelligible policies. It has been 
so in foreign affairs. It is so really in domestic economic 
affairs, although not so noticeable just now in relatively 
good conditions of trade, notwithstanding the existence 
of two million unemployed. Their imperfections will be 
more noticeable in conditions of economic slump and 
difficulty. But in foreign affairs there is indecision, lack 
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of clarity, lack of intelligible objectives. Recently the 
members of the House of Commons have been discus- 
sing Palestine, where threequarters of the trouble that 
exists in what might be a very happy country, but is 
now a difficult country, has been unnecessary. It has 
been the result of indecision, the result of giving the 
impression that people have only got to manifest signs 
of violence and force and the British lion cringes — if, 
indeed, he does not run. 

It is this inefficiency, the lack of strength in Govern- 
ment, the lack of capacity, that are even more alarming 
in the ministers of to-day than the evil of their policy. 

I would almost sooner that their parliamentary policy 
was intelligibly black, clear-cut and firm than I would 
that they should be wobbling all over the place and 
manifesting signs of sheer incapacity in the art of 
government. If that condition goes on long enough, 
either in the Government of to-day or in any alterna- 
tive Government of to-morrow, it is a real danger to 
Democracy. That is the kind of tiring that will give the 
masses of tire people almost a case to say, “Well, 
Democracy has failed and we are going to try something 
else.” 

What makes me most unhappy about France is the 
fact tli at there has not evolved for some years a strong, 
firm democratic Government that knows what it is 
doing and why it is doing it. That is one of the difficulties 
about a combination Government, even the Popular 
Front of France. Owing to the fact that it is a combina- 
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tion of people who are not fundamentally agreed about 
what they are getting at and why, a coalition of that 
kind, nominally formed to save a country from a threat 
of Fascism, may, if it is weak, if it collapses in confusion, 
if it merely makes muddle, be not only the Government 
that was the alternative to Fascism at the beginning, 
but if care is not taken to avoid it, may be the cause of 
Fascism at the end. 

But I am hopeful about France, too. Not for the same 
reasons that I am, in the qualified sense, hopeful about 
our country, but because, somehow, the principles of 
the French Revolution of 1 789 still live in the hearts of 
the French people and because, when troubles arise 
and when threats come, the French, at any rate, are 
willing to go out on the boulevards of Paris and risk 
their heads in a fight for liberty and a stand against 
tyrannical government. 

So let us have qualified hopes that British and French 
liberty may survive. But the best way for it to survive, 
as the Fabian executive have evidently contemplated, 
is that we should find means whereby the dictatorships 
which now exist should pass, and that the peoples of 
.the Fascist countries should regain their liberty, should 
re-establish representative government, and should once 
more be in a condition to co-operate with the people’s 
of other countries for the good of the world as a whole. 

In the meantime Fascism in Germany and in Italy 
has been positively strengthened and added to by the 
general policy of our own Government since 1931. 

1S2 , 



Neir Tyrannies for Old 

peoples of all other countries, including the countries 
of dictatorship; enough courage, enough efficiency a 
enough determination 'to command- the respect, t 
faith and the admiration of the peoples of the dictator- 


ship rowers. - . 

If we ask ourselves, honestly, whether there is any- 
thing in British policy in the world since 1931, or in 
conduct of that policy, which is enough- to comman 
the respect and enthusiasm of the people, of Germany 
and Italy, the sad and unhappy answer is m the 
negative. That is a pity. I would sooner it. had een 
otherwise, even though it would limit one s speec es o 
denunciation of the Government of the day ! For , an 
I hope you, feel more concerned about the happiness 
and well-being of the world than about having the 
pleasure of being able to denounce the incompetence 
and wickedness of our political opponents. There ore, 
it is vitally important that by the quality of our po cy, 
by the height of our moral purpose, by our kindliness, 
by our understanding but also by our strength and our 
efficiency and courage, the peoples of Germany an 
Italy and Japan should be able to say to themselves 
though they may at first be doubtful about our politics 
system — that they like and respect the British. So wit 
the power of the peoples and the Governments of the 
other democratic states. Because until the respect of the 
peoples of other countries, including the' countries o 
dictatorship, has been won it will not be possible to 
exercise upon them that beneficent influence which is 
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the democratic and peaceful states but is playing the 
game of the Fascist dictatorial Powers. 

Therefore, my second answer is that the change y 
come in the Fascist countries when their peoples se . 
that they cannot go on with this policy of aggression , 
that it is too dangerous, too disastrous ; when it is c ear 
to them that they are up against a great body of power- 
ful nations not wishing to hurt them or to crush them, 
who do not even want forcibly to restrain them, u 
are determined that the combination of peace 
Powers is going to be a fine enthusing working examp e 
of friendship and co-operation and that they are going 
to let it be known that they are determined to resis 
policies and actions which are turning what might 
a ivorld of peace into a world of anarchy and of threats. 

It is of vital importance that our ministers shou 
make the peoples of the dictatorship countries know 
that we have no thought of unkmdliness towards them 
that we wish friendship with them ; that we know that 
they are human beings as we are human beings, that 
they have problems as we have; that they have been 
in the past the victims of injustice which we are as 
a nation willing to make sacrifices, with others, to 
rectify. That we must make known. Otherwise we 
are merely ineffective in the call of the peoples for 
peace. We must get that to the peoples somehow. 

Ministers have been doing, perhaps, a little too much 
exclusive talking to Governments abroad, and not 
enough to peoples. I do not accept the doctrine that 
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world is growing. It is not always possible to control 
vast milkary machines. It is not always possible to 
avoid the incidents that may cause war, or to ne sur 
in face of the continuance of a policy of threat, t r » 
threat, and the policy of pointing the revolver at the 
head and the heart, that somebody may not one > 
say in a state of nervous exasperation, At rig , 
shoot.” That is what is facing the people of Germany. 
If they get there with world opinion against them, 
despite the fact that the other countries may have a 
nasty time for a week or two — and they wou 
Germany would go down. 

This must be got to the German people, not as a 
threat, but as an apprehension on our part. I o no 
want British democracy to be defeated in war, nor 
do I want Germany defeated for the second time 
within a limited number of years. Germany has a great 
contribution to make to the culture and the beauty an 
the scientific knowledge of the world. I do not want 
that great country defeated for the second time, nt 
she is moving that way. And if Herr Hitler and his 
colleagues go their way long enough, if they continue 
as they are long enough, they will plunge that great 
country into a war which in the long run must be, 
believe, a disaster not only to Fascism, which I welcome, 
but a disaster to the people of Germany, which I do 
not welcome. 

We want to convey to the people of the dictatorship 
Powers both the dangers of the situation and the light. 
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How can the renaissance come, not only in our own 
country in so far as we arc involved, but in those ot ier 
countries? 


AT HOME 

At home the force of example is exceedingly impor 
tant. When a Government or a local authority carries 
through the promises -which it has carefully ma c, 
having been careful not to promise anything unless it 
is reasonably sure it can do it — which is just as impor 
tant as keeping the promises themselves and, indee , 
makes it easier to keep them — when a Government or a 
local authority carries through its programme wit 
reasonable speed, Math smoothness, with a lack o 
muddle, and with a lack of confusion, what has it 
done? It has shown that representative Government an 
Democracy' will work. If that is so in practice in our 
home affairs, then we have erected a great testimonia 
to the effectiveness of Democracy itself. The force o 
example is important to our own people by way o 
encouraging the retention of faith in Democracy on 
their part, but it is exceedingly powerful as an illustra- 
tion to the peoples of the countries of dictatorship. The 
dictatorships do things — some things that are good, 
many that are bad. Indeed, however many things they 
do that are good, they are not sufficient compensation 
for the loss of the liberties of the people in doing them- 
But when the dictatorship Powers do anything that is 
good they advertise it thoroughly. I believe they are 
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spent about £2,000,000 a year on direct la1 J?" r ' 
did not do enough good tilings and they did not do 
them well enough. Still they did some things that we e 
good, but did you hear anything much about me 
London County Council in those days? You did no . 
almost might not have existed. Why? Because the 
Council feared to tell the people that public author! y 
can be efficient. Those men at County Hall wer 
largely dependent for what work they did. on pu 
officers employed by the Council, and said an 
you” to them in Committee; and then they went on a 
public platform and said, “A municipal official canno 
run a whelk stall.” That kind of tiling is wrong- 
means that Democracy is discredited even by its uwn 
representatives. If Democracy makes a mess of a jo 
is right that that mess should be exposed. At County 
Hall we now, if we make a mistake, think it is right it 
should be exposed. Touch wood! We never do! ut 
if we do good things week after week who is pay 
ing for those good things? The people of London. 
Who elected us to do the good things and gave us t re 
chance? The people of London. Nay, more, who are 
we dependent upon next time to elect us to go on wi 1 
the work? The people of London. So we at the Count) 
Hall said: Here is a great institution working in th e 
service of the people of London, acting for them, doing 
a job of work for them, because the four and a quarter 
million cannot do it direct themselves. We are doing a. 
good job, doing it at least as well as the gas and 
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to know what their representatives are doing, exC fP t ^ 
S, here it tvculd be agreed dtat .t ^ 
contrary to the public interest that prematur p 

tion should take place. , . • 

Well, that is part of the force of example, a 
important that the nations and the P e °P “ and 
know. We must show that Democracy, idealism,, 
efficiency can live together. And they can. There is 
necessity for conflict between them. The examp e 
practical and efficient political party of social visio 
-worth a thousand wordy resolutions denouncing 
Government and expecting it to fall. The examp e o 
a well-led Government or local authority P u c 
spirited, and above all, tidy in its work and incorrup 
ible, clean — is not less valuable than speeches an 
pamphlets denouncing Fascism and championing 
Democracy. It is all part of the force of example, 
next Labour Government must not only be a Govern 
ment. It must look like a Government, and subject. to 
the House of Commons, act like a Government, wi 
the rights of authority and power that ought to belong 
to Governments. The present Government is not doing 
that, but it ought to be doing it, even in die light o 
its own bad principles. If a Labour Government comes 
it must not only be a Government. It must walk about 
Britain like a Government. One of the first things 
said to my people when Labour got a majority at 
County Hall was: “Remember, you are no longer a 
minority seeking concessions from the other side by 
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progress if there is to be a successful Government of the 
Left. It is profoundly important that it shall not ge 
into a muddle, that it shall not create chaos. Its po cy 
must be such, and its administration should be sue , 
that it provides no excuse for economic and financia 
disorder ; it must be a Government of tidiness and goo 
administration ; on the other hand, if it meets peop e 
in the City or elsewhere who by illegitimate action, 
which in spirit is unconstitutional action, are see nng 
to upset the economic fabric of the State just as 
decisively as violent and forcible revolution would, then 
the representatives of Democracy must be ready to 
deal firmly and decisively with action of that kin , 1 
that action comes. 

Capitalism in itself is a force that is of the greatest 
danger to Democracy. Capitalism has no soul and no 
principles. It is liable to be unscrupulous in its metho s 
when fighting in the last ditch. But as long as you have 
not only right on your side but efficiency and confidence, 
and as long as public opinion respects you, then you 
are in a position to deal with any rebellious capitalists 
or financial institutions. So it is important that capital 
ism itself shall go as soon as we can make it go. As long 
as capitalism exists, Democracy is not safe. So if miy 
future Labour Government has up to a point to choose 
between socialization on the one hand and social 
reform on the other, I would have it choose socializa- 
tion, because I think the sooner the nation is the 
decisive master of its economic resources, the sooner 
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of colonics to Germany merely in order that she may 
nationally exploit them is not a solution of the coloma 
problem, and, of course, as we know from our own 
experience, not a solution of the German economic 
problem itself. The economic problem is much wider 
than the colonial problem. Otherwise, we would no 
have the distressed areas of Soudi Wales, Lancas lire, 
the North-East coast, and the West of Scotland. 
Moreover, the German Government cannot grumble 
too much if in the light of the way in which it as 
treated its Socialists, Trade Unionists, Co-operators, 
Communists, and Jews we are not quite sure that it 
would treat properly the native populations of coloma 
territories. 

But this we must say, that we are anxious for co- 
operation over that very wide field. It must, I think, 
be accompanied by military co-operation as well. It 
is no good shirking that issue. We are living in a worl 
of rather crude brutalities, and if the combination o 
peaceful Powers is to retain peace those Powers must 
have not only enough arms, but they must be efficient 
in their direction of their military organization. They 
must be so powerful collectively in the military sense 
that the Fascist aggressive minority will see that to start 
an attack would be to invite failure within a reasonable 
time, with the risk of the dictatorships coming down m 
the midst of revolution within those countries. There- 
fore, that military strength would exist for the purpose 
of avoiding war, and not for the purpose of starting 
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happily, if you will not come, if you say you will only 
have justice and equality by fighting for them ^ 
you will only have what you think you ought to hav 
bv pointing a pistol at us, we are sorry, we cannot d 
business with you. We cannot do trade with vouW 
cannot have normal social relations with you. And 
you do attack, we shall resist with all the vast efiecti 
might that this combination of peaceful Powe 
got. We must and we shall defeat aggression. _ 

That is what disgusts me about Mr. Chamberlain, 
he had to go to Berchtesgaden and to Munich he cou 
have gone as representative of a vast combination o 
peaceful Powers. He could have spoken in those 
generous and noble terms, if I may say so, to the peop 
of Germany. He could have had behind him not only 
the predominant military strength of a great combina- 
tion, but — more important — a peace sentiment tia 
could have been built up on the basis of Arthur 
Henderson’s work in 1929-31. And he could have gone, 
not only as an equal, but as a moral leader of mankin 
in the world, because he could have had behin m 
all those great moral factors that are as important as 
sheer military power. Given a wise foreign policy since 
193 1, the Prime Minister could have done it. He di 
not. He had scattered the friends of peace. He went as 
the representative of a Britain that was just as semi 
detached as a villa in a Tory suburb; and just about as 
impressive. 

So we could build the renaissance. Because the time 
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Is it the Governments of Democracy or, come to think 
of it, is it our own Government which is encircling 
itself by its own policy?” 

As soon as those peoples of the Fascist Powers know 
these tilings — and it is our business and our Govern- 
ment’s business to help them to know them — when that 
happens the time begins to come when cither Herr 
Hitler or Signor Mussolini or both must change their 
policy and their tune, or they will go, for in the end 
popular opinion can influence even dictatorships. 
Dictatorships cannot last if they really are acting 
against an informed and virile public opinion. The 
Fascist dictators would go and somebody else would 
come. Somebody better than they. A democratic 
regime might come. Well, would not that be a good 
thing? 

But, you see, what worries Mr. Chamberlain is this. 
He does not like Herr Hitler too much or Signor 
Mussolini. He probably says : “Yes, they are disturbing 
people, but if they go, who comes? After all, Hen- 
Hitler and Signor Mussolini have put the trade unions 
in their place, and the political Labour Movement, and 
the Co-operative Societies.” If you were a nice class- 
conscious capitalist of the Chamberlain type would 
not you, subconsciously, have a little sympathy with 
Herr Hitler and Signor Mussolini? If you saw them 
going, would not you wonder whether those who were 
coming in their place would be as “sound”? You 
would; and, therefore, like Mr. Chamberlain, you 
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much as possible about the real facts of the ■world, and 
what the peoples of the world arc seeking. Let us help 
them to understand that every one of us desires to live 
in the most complete friendship, peace, and co- 
operation with the peoples of these great nations. 

Moreover, I am not sure that the functions of the 
Secret Sendee ought not to be reviewed. I do not know 
whether we get entire value for our money. It is said, 
and I think with some truth, that the British Secret 
Sendee is the finest in the world. Somehow it docs not 
have a nice flavour in our Socialist mouths. But I can 
imagine some good svork for the Secret Service in these 
more modem and difficult conditions, and when 
foreign political agencies arc operating here. The 
problem is both to avoid -war and to promote the 
triumph of reason and liberty. In this work our own 
Labour and Socialist International, knocked about, 
bruised, by these comings of dictatorship in country 
after country — and now Czccho-Slovakia is out for 
tactical reasons for the moment, but it may mean more 
serious reasons later — our Labour and Socialist Inter- 
national needs overhauling, modernizing in its methods. 
It needs to be more capable of swift interchange of 
information between the parties of the various countries, 
more swift in exchange of experiences, in order that 
policy can speedily be agreed in the interests of World 
Socialism and Democracy. 

Still, in the end, as I said earlier, Labour’s big task 
remains to win at home in this Britain of ours — with 
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solution or the latest invention of some shocking revela- 
tion about somebody or something. That may a 
the* zest of life, but it is not enough. We must each ash 

ourselves: What am I doing? . re ad 

It is not enough to read reviews. By all mean 
.hcm, but remember tha, they have 
downs and their moves this way and that fro 
week. Tha, it par, of their charm. That ,s why we 
reading them. But not only read reviews, 
yourselves also, for we who are Social^ belong 
alone to ourselves. We are, if we are real Sociab f’ 
instruments of a finer purpose. It is not enough that 
we mentally enjoy ourselves; not enoug , • 

should be happy in reading diverting books It 
also necessary that we in our lives shall contnbUte 
to the changing of the face of the earth and the build- 
ing of a new and better world. 
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